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THE MAY JOURNAL telling the story of modern day Decatur
has been a big project, but those who shared in its production found
the experience gratifying. They discovered there were an awful lot
of good things to say about their city as a place to live and work.
As a matter of fact, the toughest part of the job was in trying to
cram the highlights into a 32-page magazine.

The purpose behind this special issue has been two-fold: I. We
figured a lot of Staley people would like to have a published record
of their city to show the out-of-town relatives and friends, and 2. the

*r Decatur Association of Commerce wanted a suitable booklet to
send to the people and companies which inquire about our city.

It was an excellent opportunity for us to serve a good com-
munity purpose. The Association of Commerce has ordered 20,000
copies of this Journal for distribution as its official mailing piece to
persons making inquiry about Decatur as a place in which to live
and work. This should mean that the May Journal will have the largest
circulation of any issue in our magazine's 37-year history.

While it is the first Journal in that long history which has not
been devoted exclusively to Staley people, products and plants, we
are of the opinion that the story it tells of our community reflects
favorably on both our company and Staley people. It's a story in
which all of you have played a significant part.

THE ELECTION of two new members to our board of directors
last week points up the importance which our company attaches to
its relations with employees and the Decatur community. As the
policy making body of our company, the board of directors must
be well informed on the large variety of problems which meet a
company in the normal course of operations. As the ranking execu-
tive in our personnel program and a company employee of more
than 20 years, Roy Rollins brings the board the closest possible
relationship with the problems and viewpoints of the Staley employee
group. While most of you probably know less of our other new
board member, Robert J. "Tim" Murphey, he is the third generation



of his family to reside in Decatur and has been active in community
affairs for many years. While nine of the 12 members of our board
are Decatur residents, eight of them are employees of the Staley
company. As a Decatur resident who is not an employee, we feel
Mr. Murphey's outside viewpoint will be of much value to us in
maintaining our exxcellent relations with our commmunity.

new syrup line
THE CARBON LINE which went into operation in our syrup

refinery recently spells out the need which we face constantly to
keep our plant on the best possible competitive footing with other
corn refiners. Despite the millions of dollars which we invested in
modernizing our corn plant following World War II, competitive
conditions made it necessary for us to add a third line in the refinery.
The new line makes possible the production of types of syrup which
we were unable to make with our bone char and ion exchange meth-
ods and consequently increases our sales potential. While the total
capacity of our refinery was not changed by the addition of the
new line, it has resulted in a more flexible, versatile operation. We
can produce more different types of syrup at the same time. It should
help us to meet changing market conditions more efficiently and
thus result in the steadiest possible operation of the refinery.



-F ROM AN Association of Commerce
committee meeting came the idea which
resulted in this all-Decatur issue of the
Journal. Gene Staley, our soybean divi-
sion advertising manager, suggested the
idea at a meeting early in the winter
when the need was being discussed for
a booklet telling about Decatur.

Ordinarily two people can plan a Sta-
ley Journal—but this one was different.

It was finally boiled down—and that
is just what was done—to the present
format, by Gene, Hal Roche, our public
relations director, and Jim Beaumont,
city editor of the Decatur Review.

Our first step was to gather up all the
pictures we could find on every subject
to be covered. Agnes Henebry, librarian
at the Herald-Review, turned over the
entire facilities of her morgue complete
with a young woman to help find needed
pictures.

The picture search continued in the
files of the A. of C., where Evelyn Per-
sonette gave valuable assistance—and
unearthed some excellent pictures. We
even found a good many in our own
morgue.

It takes a lot of background informa-
' tion to write even a short article of the

kind used in this book, but again—our
friends to the rescue. Beaumont, and
Ed Cole, city editor of the Herald, co-

operated by asking specialists on their
staffs to dig up that information. They
came through beautifully, too—Jim Tip-
pett, Otto and Forrest Kyle and Bill
Hinds. At the A. of C., again, Henry
Bolz, executive secretary, gave lots of
valuable information and wrote one
story, while Ed Huntley, administrative
assistant there, and Jack Ernst, statis-
tician, came through with facts and fig-
ures galore.

And the president of the A. of C.,
Harold Pogue, made a quick change from
work clothes to business suit and dashed
downtown to have his picture taken with
O. T. Banton, newspaper feature writer,
who also made a special trip from his
office and even brought over Johnny
Rammel, news photographer, to take the
picture.

Then there is Harold Osgood, presi-
dent of Osgood & Sons, Inc., who made a
special trip out to the Journal office with
some information we needed on the cot-
ton frock industry, and who turned over
the facilities of his show rooms for pic-
tures.

Now—it's finished and we feel that all
these people can take a well deserved
bow. If you like it well enough to want
to send an extra to friends, just call the
Journal office. They won't cost you a
cent—and we'll feel we are well paid.
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kJOME PLACES have claimed later
day fame on the strength of the fact
that George Washington once slept in
their vicinity. Decatur has a much more
substantial claim on Abraham Lincoln.

On March 14, 1830, a tall, gangling
young man brought his ox team to a
halt in the muddy clearing surrounded
by log cabins, in central Illinois. The
young man, then just 21 years old, was
Abraham Lincoln, and the hamlet he
had just entered, then less than a year
old, was the beginnings of Decatur, 111.
Now Decatur has grown to a city of
more than 68,000, but the spot where he
halted his oxen that raw March night is
now called Lincoln Square.

During the next 30 years Lincoln be-
came a familiar figure in Decatur as he
and the little town grew up together.
He lived near the town during that first
year, he made his first political speech
here and during his years as a lawyer,
riding the circuit, he appeared in many
a law case in the old log courthouse,
which stood on Lincoln Square, and its
successor. He paid his last visit to De-
catur in 1861 when he was on his way
to Washington to be inaugurated as
President.

The arrival of the Lincoln family in
Decatur in March, 1830, was not just
chance. This had been their destination
when they set out from their home in
Indiana. In his book, "Abraham Lincoln
in Decatur," Otto Kyle says that the
Lincolns selected Decatur because of re-
ports about the surrounding country
which had been sent back to them by
Abraham's second cousin, John Hanks.

As a youth

of 21 Abe

made first Illinois

home in

country near

village of Decatur

THE TORREY LINCOLN in bronze stands in the
Millikin University campus facing the road
he traveled when, at 21, he came to Illinois.
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CABINS like this have been reconstructed in
New Salem where Lincoln moved after he left
his home near Decatur. Town later abandoned.

The families had lived near each other
in Kentucky. After the Lincolns moved
on to Indiana the Hanks family decided
to push on further into Illinois, and on
their way, stopped to visit the Lincolns.
They arrived in this part of the state in
1828 and liked it so well that they sent
back good reports to their old neighbors.
Of that trip made by the Lincolns, Mr.
Kyle says, in part:

"Wagons with 13 persons and house-
hold goods jolted into a muddy clearing
with a few log cabins close by and near
the edge of the timber not far from the
Sangamon River.

"The Lincoln caravan had been mov-
ing slowly for days. Lumbering oxen
pulled the lead wagon, fording streams,
squashing through half-frozen mud of
trails that wound in and out of patches
of timber, then swung wide around
swampy ground, passed through tall,
winter-killed prairie grass and finally
mounted a rising slope overlooking the
Sangamon River.

"This was the 14th day the group had
been on its way. * * * The caravan
crossed the stream and struggled up the
muddy hill. * * * The wagons creaked
to a halt in front of an unfinished log
building in the clearing. Nearby smoke
curled from the chimney of a log cabin

COURTHOUSE in which Lincoln practiced law is
now in Fairview Park in Decatur, moved from
Lincoln Square. Town site marked by plaque.

and other cabins could be seen among
the trees. Decatur now calls the muddy
clearing in which the caravan stopped,
Lincoln Square. (So named in 1886.)

"There was nothing in the sprawling
nine-months old village about the rough-
ly outlined square that gave evidence
here would be laid two of the important
stepping stones that would lead Lincoln
to the White House. When Thomas Lin-
coln inquired for John Hanks he was
'assured that Hanks lived a few miles
to the northwest.' Young Abe, in the
meantime, learned that the unfinished
log structure before them was to be the
courthouse for Macon County. It was
located halfway between the present St.
Nicholas Hotel and West Main street. "

The Lincoln caravan camped that first
night on the square and then went on
the next day to the Hanks home in what
is now known as the Boiling Springs
neighborhood, north and west of Deca-
tur. Hanks suggested the Lincoln settle
on a piece of government property on
the Sangamon. There is no mention of
them making any arrangement to buy
the land.

That home site, where Lincoln helped
build the log house, has now been pur-
chased by the State of Illinois and plans
are discussed for reconstructing the

S T A L E Y J O U R N A L



LINCOLN'S Springfield home, which he left when
elected President, is now national shrine visited
by thousands. Some original furnishings are there.

house and making it a Lincoln shrine.
The cabin stood on a small hill about
300 feet back from the Sangamon. As
late as 1860 it was used as a school,
later it was shipped about the country
for exhibition, but is supposed to have
been lost in transit while being shipped
to England.

The Lincolns made their home in Ma-
con County just a year, then Thomas
again felt the urge to move on and this
time went back southeast, into Coles
county, near Charleston.

Abraham, who did not go with the
family, had already become well known
in the tiny village of Decatur. The fam-
ily did its buying at the Renshaw store,
just off the square, and Lincoln did his
loafing there and in the Daniel McCall
cabin, which stood where the St. Nich-
olas now stands, and which was the post
office. During that first summer he es-
tablished himself as something of an
orator and made what was probably his
first political speech while standing on
a box in front of Renshaw's store. His
speech urged the importance of the San-
gamon in navigation.

About the time the Thomas Lincolns
moved to Coles county, Abe, with John
Johnston, John Hanks and Denton Of-
futt, joined in a scheme to operate flat

TOMB of the Civil War President s tands in Oak
Ridge cemetery in Springfield. The beautifully
placed shrine has rep l icas of famous sculptures.

boats from Kentucky down the Ohio and
Mississippi rivers to New Orleans. For a
few years then, during the years he lived
in New Salem, and while he was reading
law in Springfield, he probably visited
Decatur seldom, but later during his
years as a lawyer and as he became more
prominent in politics he often visited
here.

In 1860 Illinois Republicans decided
upon Decatur as their annual meeting
place and for the occasion a large circus
tent was put up about where the east
wall of the Millikin Bank building is
now. It was here in what was called the
Wigwam, that Lincoln's name was first
proposed for the presidency. It was into
this meeting that his cousin, John
Hanks, and Richard Oglesby came
marching in with rails purportedly cut
by Lincoln, and proposing the slogan
"Lincoln, the railsplitter candidate." It
was told that when the committee start-
ed out to notify Lincoln of the honor,
they finally found him taking a nap in
a rear room at Peake's jewelry store.
A bronze plaque on the wall of the
Millikin bank marks the site of the
Wigwam. Another on the drugstore wall
on Lincoln Square marks the site of the
old courthouse where he tried many a
case.
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Problems of rapid

growth met and

used to advantage

DECATUR

SPEED
LIMIT

MODERN CITY
N:EAR THE GEOGRAPHIC center of
Illinois, and less than 100 miles from
the center of U.S. population, Decatur
lies in the center of one of the richest
agricultural areas in the country. When
Macon County was established in 1829
a log courthouse was built where a few
families had settled. By 1836 enough
families had gathered around the court-
house to form a village and the town
of Decatur was incorporated. Decatur
now ranks eighth among the cities of
Illinois and 176th in the United States,
in population. It ranks 80th in per
capita income in the United States and
161st in retail sales. Although it was
doubtless named for the Naval hero,
Stephen Decatur, who died in 1820, there
is no record of any connection he had
with the small Illinois settlement.

The little town, by 1860, had a popu-
lation of 3,839. The official census in
1951 was given as 67,000 but rapid in-
dustrial expansion brought that number
up to 68,500 by late 1953. Macon County,
of which Decatur continues to be the
county seat, has a population of 104,400.

As the population has grown the city's
boundaries have continued to be pushed
out until now the city covers an area of
approximately 13 square miles, and is

crossed by a network of streets, almost
100 miles of which are paved. To assure
the orderly growth and development of
the city a planning commission was es-
tablished in 1939. Cooperating in its
establishment were the city council, the
Board of Education, Sanitary District,
Park District and the township and
county highway departments. Represen-
tatives of these groups, together with
private citizens named by the mayor,
serve on the commission without pay.

Zoning, as set by this commission,
regulates height and size of buildings,
lot areas and the location of buildings
to be used for trade, industry and resi-
dence, both inside the city limits and in
the county. Thus certain areas are zoned
against any use for commercial or in-
dustrial purposes, and any except single
family residences. Others are zoned
against heavy industry. At the present
time much attention is being given by
the city to solving the downtown traffic
and parking problem. Installation of
parking meters throughout the entire
downtown district has been supplement-
ed by some off-street parking. One large
city-owned and several privately owned
lots have been opened in the heart of
the downtown area, near hotels, the-
aters and the main shopping district.
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ASSOCIATION OF COMMERCE president Har-
old Pogue, left, discusses street expansion with
O. T. Banton, standing, right, chairman of com-
mittee on roads and streets, in the Association.

Decatur has a commission form of
government, adopted in 1911. A mayor
and four commissioners are elected for
four-year terms, with each of the five
men heading a department of the city
government. The city and the county
share the office facilities of the modern
County Building erected in 1939.

In addition to the City Council the
following boards, without taxing power
and serving without pay, have charge of
various institutions:

Three directors, appointed by the
chairman of the County board, to man-
age the affairs of the tuberculosis san-
atorium.

Five directors to run the playground
and recreation department.

Three trustees to administer the bus-
iness of the sanitary district.

Three members to serve as the board
of the City Public (contagion) hospital.

Five members to serve as a park
board.

Nine directors appointed by the mayor
to serve on the public library board.

With five hospitals Decatur has avail-
able 7.8 beds for each 1,000 population.
In addition to the tuberculosis sanator-
ium and the City Public hospital, there
are St. Mary's, Decatur and Macon Coun-
ty, and the Wabash Employees hospital,
all private institutions, in that they are
not tax supported.

The city's water supply comes from
Lake Decatur. Gas and electricity are
furnished by the privately owned Illinois
Power company. Gas is supplied this
company through the Panhandle East-
ern Pipe Line. It is natural gas, but the
local company has two standby gas man-
ufacturing plants. Electricity comes
from the company's power plant at
Havana, 111., but there is also a standby
electric generating plant.

Inside the city limits the Decatur City
Lines, a privately owned company, oper-
ates 26 busses over five routes covering
about 30 miles. All routes converge at
Decatur's famous and probably unique
Transfer House in the center of Lincoln
Square.

Railroads, air lines and busses con-
nect the city with the world outside.
Railroads serving the city are the Wa-
bash, Illinois Central, Baltimore & Ohio,
Pennsylvania and the Illinois Terminal.
There are approximately 40 daily sched-
uled busses leaving Decatur's Bus Ter-
minal for various parts of the country.

Ozark Airlines operates regularly
scheduled flights from the Municipal
Airport. This airport is operated by the
Decatur park board. It is four miles
southeast of the city. Decatur's Com-
mercial Airport, privately operated, is
five miles northwest and is home base for
passenger and freight charter service.

U.S. highway 51, from Rockford to
Cairo, intersects east-west U.S. route 36
in Decatur. Four state routes—47, 48,
105 and 121—serve Decatur and connect
it with other important routes.

A prime factor in Decatur's growth
and development through the years has
been the Association of Commerce. Or- ̂ ^
ganized in 1903, it has, through its com-
mittee system, sponsored many of the
forward looking ideas which have helped
Decatur grow as it has. Its 21 board
members are elected from the member-
ship of business, professional and indus-
trial representatives. Much of its pro-
motional work is done through commit-
tees made up of other members.

Of Decatur's population, 92.5% are
native white and 5.1% Negro. The re-
maining 2.4% are Germans, English,
Welsh, Greek, Italian, Canadian, Polish,
Irish, Czech, Austrian and Russian.
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Center of religious,

educational

and artistic

activities
CHURCHES representing most of the major
denominations are to be found In Decatur, and
statistics show that a large percentage of the
membership attends services regularly here.

^

HILE THE CITY has been growing
rapidly during much of its life, Decatur
has not turned its back on the cultural
interests. The growth of those things
which make life worth living has kept
pace with the physical growth of the
city. Perhaps the first organized step
toward a lasting institution was the
forming in 1867 of the Ladies Library
Association. From that grew the Deca-
tur Public Library of today. For the
first few years the Ladies group got
along as best it could but in 1875 a tax
supported library was organized. Now,
the descendants of that group are the
Decatur Public Library, its Evans
Branch in northeast Decatur, and the
Bookmobile, a mobile unit which carries
library facilities to residential districts
and outlying areas.

Churches have always played an im-
portant part in Decatur's life. A small
Methodist meeting was organized the
year the settlement was started, in 1829,
followed within a few years by the or-
ganization of Baptist, Christian, Presby-
terian and Catholic groups. Now there

are more than 100 churches in the city,
representing major denominations.

Keeping its education system in step
with its rapidly growing population has
been a challenge which Decatur has met
by voting more than 9 millions in two
bond issues within the last five years.
Two new elementary schools and addi-
tions to some others were built with the
$2,000,000 voted in 1949. The second
issue of $7,025,000 will provide two new
senior high schools, three new elemen-
tary schools and the addition of 38
rooms to buildings already in use.

In addition to its present 21 elemen-
tary public schools, there are four public
junior high schools and one senior high
school. There are also 24 kindergarten
units in the public school system.

The Roman Catholic church has three
elementary schools, one kindergarten,
one high school and an academy. The
Missouri Synod of the Lutheran church
has two elementary schools and one
kindergarten.

In addition there is a school of nurs-
ing at Decatur and Macon County hos-

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN of var ious public buildings adds to the general charm of the city. Grace
Methodist church, pictured here, is typical of many which are located in residence areas of city.
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PAINTING AND MUSIC have many fol lowers
among oeople in Decatur both as participants
and as followers. Arts are all well patronized.

pital, there is one business school, and
several schools of music and dancing,
as well as trade and vocational schools.

Millikin university, a coeducational
school, fully accredited, offers courses in
liberal and fine arts, sciences and voca-
tional fields. Its music school offers de-
grees, and graduate work toward a
master's degree.

Adult evening classes in business and
liberal arts are offered at Millikin, while
the Decatur High school offers evening
classes in many branches. In connection
with the public school system there are
special classes for handicapped children.

Music has always played an impor-
tant part in Decatur's cultural life.
Millikin university school of music al-
ways has at least one resident concert
artist on its faculty. The university also
sponsors a Fine Arts series each winter
which brings top-flight musicians and
dancers to the city. In addition the
Community Concert Association brings
several outstanding musicians here each
season.

But the city is not dependent upon
outside talent for all its entertainment.
Under the auspices of a well manned
faculty public school groups give al-
most professional performances during
the year. There are school bands, and
the tax-supported Municipal band. This
group plays four of five weekly concerts
in various parks during the summer
months.

For persons who prefer dramatic
rather than musical entertainment there
are two groups which stage plays. Town
and Gown gives plays at the university ^^
during the winter season. The Little
Theater Guild meets regularly and gives
plays at various times. Each summer
some members of the Little Theater
give twice-weekly open air perform-
ances, as the Pandora Players, in Blue
Mound Park, about 12 miles southwest
of Decatur.

When the Decatur Art Association
was looking for a place where art dis-
plays could be held, it found the old
James Millikin homestead available. An
ample red brick Victorian mansion set
back in a wide lawn, it has served as
Decatur's Art Institute for many years.

S T A L E Y J O U R N A L



MILLKIN UNIVERSITY, a beauty spot, is center of much cultural life of residents of the area.

During the years the association has
gathered a number of worthwhile pic-
tures for its permanent collection. Dur-
ing the season, each year, traveling
shows as well as local exhibits are held
there. Included in this list are central
Illinois and local shows, as well as cam-
era shows.

In connection with the Art Institute
a colony of local artists have formed the
Barn Colony. The brick carriage house
near the mansion, has been converted
into a studio where the members meet

to paint and hold critique sessions.
Two years ago the broad lawn sur-

rounding the Art Institute was made
the setting for a bronze statue of Ste-
phen Decatur. The statue was the gift
to the city of Mrs. Guy Scovill. The
sculptor was John David Brcin.

There are three notable Lincoln
bronzes in Decatur. The newest is the
Torrey statue of Lincoln as he was at
21 when he came to Decatur. It stands
among the trees of Millikin campus
facing West Main street, which is a
modernization of the prairie trail he
followed from the village of Decatur to
his first Illinois home.

Lincoln as a young lawyer is por-
trayed in the bronze by Boris Lovet-
Lorski. It stands in front of the Macon
County courthouse. The other is a re-
production of statues by St. Gaudens
and stands in Lincoln school.

Perhaps residents' desire to make
theirs a pleasanter city in which to live
is expressed in the widespread interest
in lawn and garden care. The Decatur
Garden Club has worked with the Asso-
ciation of Commerce to sponsor beauti-
flcation drives, and homeowners as well
as some outlying businesses have cleared
up and planted with grass, trees and
shrubs many new areas.

FOUR JUNIOR high schools located conveniently
bridge the years between grade and high school.
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CORN AND SOYBEANS grow side by side

prosperous
farmlands

Linked with

*

Decatur

business and industry

14

F ARMING in Macon County is big
business.

It is a business that strongly influ-
ences the economic pattern of its chief
trade center, Decatur, and the country's
other urban areas.

Located as it is in the heart of the
rich Upper Sangamon River valley, Ma-
con County has more than 2,200 farms
with more than 300,000 cropland acres.

Approximately 93 percent of the
county's area is in farms, the average
size of which in Macon County is 153
acres, according to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau's 1950 report.

Last year Macon county's farmers
had a gross cash income estimated at ̂
$27,845,000, by Sales Management, a
nationally recognized statistical business
magazine. This gross income estimate
was based on cash receipts from farm
marketings plus government payments.

That gross income ranked Macon
County 174th in a nation of 3,070 coun-
ties—or the upper six percent bracket.
That is considerable buying power when
translated into purchases of farm equip-
ment, gasoline, feeds, clothing, food and
the myriad other items that farm fam-
ilies require for farming and homemak-
ing.
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GRAIN ELEVATORS, "cathedrals of prairie."

The agriculture which maket this in-
come possible is diversified—unlike the
cotton and tobacco areas of the South or
the wheat production of the Great Plains
states. Here the farmer's income may be
derived principally from the marketing
of grain, cattle, hogs, sheep or dairy
products or from a combination of these
enterprises.

A state-federal livestock inventory of
Macon County farms as of Jan. 1, 1953,
revealed there were 84,200 head of beef
cattle, milk cows, hogs and sheep, with
a total value of $7,636,000.

MODERN MACHINERY for soybean harvest.

Taking the average of January 1 in-
ventories of an eight-year period (1946-
53) Macon County farmers raise an av-
erage of 28,125 head of cattle with a
value of $3,995,725; 45,062 hogs, valued
at $1,587,050; 7,375 milk cows with a
value of $1,423,387 and 3,936 sheep val-
ued at $78,550. While their livestock
numbers vary, they do show the average
of investment that farmers have in live-
stock.

Macon County is not known primarily
as a dairy county but the average pro-
duction (1945-52) per milk cow in the
county has been 5,182 pounds of milk
annually. This compares favorably with
the statewide average of 5,450. Macon
County's dairy cows produce an average
of 36,412,500 pounds of milk annually.

Crop production is bountiful. Average
yields in Macon County for corn, soy-
beans, wheat and oats are above the
state averages. Here are the average
production figures for the nine-year pe-
riod, 1945 to 1953, for the principal
crops:

Corn—average production 56.7 bush-
els per acre, which is 3.7 bushels above
the state average of 53 bushels.

Soybeans — average production 25.5
per acre, which is 2.7 bushels above the
state average of 22.8 bushels per acre.



Wheat—average production 27.7 bush-
els per acre, which is 6.4 bushels above
the state average of 21.3 bushels per
acre. Macon is not considered a major
wheat producing county in the state.

Oats—average production 41.3, which
is just slightly above the state average
of 40.6 bushels per acre.

With the exception of 1947, which was
a poor crop year, Macon County farmers
during the last nine years have never
produced county-wide average yields of
less than 50 bushels of corn per acre, 22
bushels of soybeans, 23 bushels or wheat
or 34 bushels of oats. A. L. Lang, Uni-
versity of Illinois soil fertility profes-
sor, has said that farm soils here are
capable of producing an average of 75
to 100 bushels of corn an acre.

Over the years there has been a grow-
ing interest on the part of Macon County
farm owners and operators in the con-
servation of soil and water. Progressive
farms are identified by contour plant-
ings, terraces, grass waterways and
other conservation measures. The job
of getting conservation on the land is a
large and continuing one. It can never
be overdone. Macon county farmers are
blessed with a soil that has tremendous
capacity to produce, given the proper
balance of plant foods, good manage-
ment and good growing weather.

Agriculture is a changing thing that
represents a constant challenge to those
who would improve it. Certainly agri-
culture experts today are opposed to be-
lieving that farming in Macon County
and the other agricultural areas of this
greatest agricultural nation on earth has
reached its peak.

LIVESTOCK RAISING is climbin
County as an important segment
picture on the farms in Decatur

g fast
if the

in Macon
economic



CORN HARVEST in Central Illinois is now a machine process, with the mechanical picker filling truck
after truck as it rolls back and forth across the fields. Farms average 153 acres in Decatur vicinity.



Turns out

products

from starch to kites

i n d u s t r y
D IVERSITY is the only proper name
for Decatur's industry. While the heavi-
est employment is in grain milling,
metal working and railroads, the wide
range from there on defies classification.

Significantly, the city's largest em-
ployer, the A. E. Staley Manufacturing
Company, depends on the surrounding
farmland for the corn and soybeans
which it turns into hundreds of valuable
products. Together with four other soy-
bean processors, the Staley company
gives Decatur the right to be called the
"Soybean Capital of the World."
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team
In its combined corn and soybean

plants the Staley company processes
more than 100,000 bushels of grain in
a normal day's grind. This means that
the output of approximately 4,000 acres
of farmland is used by this one company
in a normal working day. From the
Staley plant go approximately 100 car-
loads of finished products each day in
the form of bulk and packaged starches,
syrups for industrial and table use, crude
and refined oils, meal and formula feeds.

For almost 100 years products of the
farm have been sharing honors in De-

RESEARCH has been backbone of product de-
velopment by many thriving industries in Decatur.

catur with an ever increasing list of
other industries. It is no coincidence
that the beginning of Decatur's indus-
trial growth can be traced back to the
year 1854 when the first railroad tracks

RAILROADS AND GRAIN MILLS represent two of the three largest industries
in Decatur. Modern trains serve the community. Pictured at the left are three
of Decatur 's five soybean plants, which are among the largest in the world.
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COTTON DRESSES have been made since 1895.

were laid through the town. The Great
Western, forerunner of the present-day
Wabash Railway, that year opened up
new fields for the small, mid-Illinois
community.

Now the five railroads serving De-
catur spread a network of more than
25,000 miles of track which connect this

community with all parts of the country.
While the Wabash maintains the largest
division point shops here, other roads
which serve this community are the
Illinois Central, Baltimore & Ohio, Penn-
sylvania and the Illinois Terminal.
Through the Illinois Central, to New
Orleans, and the Baltimore & Ohio and
Pennsylvania and Wabash to eastern
ports, Decatur manufacturers have been
able to develop trade with all parts of
the world. Of the five roads the Wa-
bash has the largest number of em-
ployees in Decatur, because of the car
shops it maintains here. Locomotives
and freight cars are rebuilt and repaired
in these shops.

Just three years after the Great West-
ern started operating through here, an-
other business started which was to be
the foundation of an important Decatur
industry. H. Mueller opened his gun re-
pair shop in 1857. When he did so he
opened the door to Decatur's large and
important metal industry. The Mueller
company grew from a gun shop into a
plumbing business and then into the
company which today manufactures wa-
ter and gas distribution service products.
It has a large foundry and manufactur-
ing plant in Decatur, as well as plants
in Sarnia, Los Angeles and Chattanooga.

Now Decatur's metals industries in-
clude a wide variety of businesses. There



are foundries working in brass, bronze,
aluminum and grey and malleable iron.
There are steel companies fabricating
structural steel, bridges, tanks, boilers
and automobile parts.

There are plants which make pumps,
heating specialties, corn milling machin-
ery, corn shellers, grain elevator ma-
chinery, frozen food cabinets, lamps and
light fixtures, stainless steel and gal-
vanized restaurant and fountain equip-
ment, refrigerator display cases, soda
fountain and ice cream store equipment,
steel barrel fittings, automotive acces-
sories, ornamental and structural iron
work and many other articles.

One of the oldest existing industries
in Decatur is the cotton dress trade.
Ever since the Home Manufacturing
company opened for business here in
1895 that industry has been identified
with Decatur. The first company was
named "Home" because the cotton
aprons, which were then the only prod-
uct, were cut and taken out to women
who worked on them in their homes.
By 1900 power sewing machines had
been introduced, and when the Osgood
factory opened that year, the aprons
and house dresses were not only cut,
but stitched up in the factory.

Now there are six cotton garment fac-
tories in Decatur, making what they call
daytime frocks. This includes aprons,

•

CORN SYRUP made in Decatur goes into food
products of many kinds in many parts of world.

smocks, housedresses, uniforms and at-
tractive cotton dresses for practically
any occasion. They employ their own
designers as well as models, cutters and
women who operate power sewing ma-
chines.

Much of the wooden laboratory furni-
ture used in colleges and professional



laboratories throughout the country, is
made in Decatur. These same factories
make restaurant and store fittings. No
small part of the woodworking industry
in Decatur is that devoted to making
kites. Kites of various sizes and kinds
are made in Decatur and shipped pretty
much all over the world.

Not to be minimized are the many
smaller manufacturing concerns, many
of which have long and prosperous his-
tories in Decatur. There are five com-
panies in the city manufacturing phar-
maceuticals, all with national, even with
world-wide distribution. Perfumes and
extracts are made here, as are cosmetics.
There is an adhesives plant, factories
making mattresses, tents and canvas
goods, burial vaults and musical instru-
ments.

There are plants which manufacture
concrete products and some which make
wood and metal door and windov
frames. The Army maintains a Signal

Corps headquarters here where items
used by that branch of the service are
made.

The plastics industry is one of the
newest in the Decatur field, but it is one
that gives evidence of rapid growth. In
plants here are made handles and other
parts for kitchen ranges, parts for wash-
ing machines and dish washers, and for
radio and television sets, as well as plas-
tic appliances.

Another busy industry which has
grown up in the last few years is the
chick hatchery business. Three large
ones in Decatur ship chicks to all partsx**
of the country.

With all its widely diversified indus-
trial interests, Decatur still remains at
heart a rich agricultural area. It is still
the center of a shopping area which
spreads out through all or parts of 12
counties with a population of almost
500,000. Retail and wholesale sales here,
according to the 1953 report, totaled
well over $300,000,000.

EXPORT SALES are important in Decatur. Products made here go to all parts of the world.



Sports
For

A,NY NATIVE of Decatur will tell you
his hometown is sports-minded. Maybe
he'll tell you that the famous Chicago
Bears football team was born in Decatur
as a Staley company recreational ven-
ture, or that Chuck Dressen, former
Brooklyn Dodger manager, is a home
town product who began his baseball
career on local diamonds.

Chances are, however, that he'll spend
more time telling you what's available
to the sports fan or participant today
on a year-round basis.

Probably one important factor in this
wide and varied sports program is the
fact that Decatur has a city Recreation
Department which is rated among the
best in the nation. It provides supervised
play, training and study, using an im-



BASKETBALL, played both at the high school and
college level, attracts many thousands of fans
to games in Decatur gyms every winter season.

posing group of parks and public school
facilities in its year-round program.

There are private and semi-private
clubs providing participation in a long
list of sports, ranging from yachting on
Lake Decatur, to playing tournament
roque in Fairview Park.

There is a new YMCA building which
makes it possible for the Y to offer a
sports program of wide variety. There
is Fans Field, one of the finest minor
league baseball parks in the country,
home of the Decatur Commies of the
Mississippi-Ohio Valley league.

The Recreation Department supervises
24 playgrounds located in widely scat-
tered parts of the city. Of these nine are
lighted, making them available for night
programs. There are seven school com-
munity centers, which include gymnas-
iums and there is one, park community
center. In addition ihere are two ath-
letic fields and seven tot-lots for the
very smallest fry.

There are recreation rooms in the
Recreation Department offices, and two
housing projects have community cen-
ters where activities are supervised by
the department. Spittler Woods State
Park, near Decatur, is used by the de-
partment for its summer day camps.

Activities supervised by the depart-
ment include dancing, Softball, midget
baseball, free movies, dramatics, picnics,
handicraft classes and hobbies. Tennis
always plays an important part in the
summer programs.

For the golfers there are two sporty
18-hole municipal courses, and two pri-
vate country clubs, each with an 18-hole
course. Both country clubs also have
swimming pools and tennis courts.

Fairview park has Hard-Tru courts
which attract tennis players, and an-
nually the Central Illinois tennis tourna-
ment is held there. This is a meet which
draws top-notch players from all over
the state. Concrete courts are located in
most of the parks and playgrounds.

City golf tournaments are sponsored
for men and women, and for junior
players. Each year, generally, tourna-
ments are staged featuring nationally
famous professional golfers.

Football, basketball, baseball and
track are popular and good facilities
are provided for these well attended
sports. Millikin university has inter-
collegiate teams, and they, as well as
the three local high schools, have large
followings when their teams are per-
forming.

The YMCA, in its new building, con-
ducts a full sports program. This in-
cludes not only swimming in the pool,
basketball, volleyball, squash rackets,
and handball, but more strenuous sports
such as judo, boxing, wrestling and
weight lifting. The YWCA also has a
pool, and there is a public beach on Lake
Decatur for summer swimming.

Also centering around the lake are
such sports as fishing, sailing and motor
boating. In Faries Park, where a small
lake affords fishing, there are facilities
for trap, skeet, pistol and rifle shooting.
Registered shoots are held at the gun
club, located there, and there is an in-
door range at the Decatur Armory.

Four bowling alleys are in almost
constant use throughout the year. Rid-
ing enthusiasts have bridle paths in the
parks, and each summer there are so-
ciety and western horse shows.

So it would seem that it is no idle
boast to say that Decatur offers some-
thing for everyone, in sports.
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lake

D ECATUR GOT its lake the hard
way. It had to be built.

Maybe that's one of the reasons why
residents of this Central Illinois city are^i
more lake conscious than people who live /
in communities which got their lakes the
easy way as a gift from Mother Nature.

.. A proud

chapter

in

civic enterprise

26



decatur story
But that's only part of the reason for

the attention which local residents give
to the 12-mile-long body of water which
borders their city on the East. Actually,
Lake Decatur is one of the community's
most valuable assets, and its importance
has become more apparent to all in the

.̂ recent years of stepped up industrial and
residential expansion.

The official birth date of the present
Lake Decatur is probably April 16, 1922
—the day on which the gates of the new
dam were closed and storage of Sanga-
mon River water started. From that date
on, the lake has served a steadily ex-
panding community in a variety of ways.

To begin with, the larger water supply
made possible the continued operation

and expansion in Decatur of what was
to be the community's largest single
manufacturing enterprise -- the A. E.
Staley Manufacturing Co., corn and soy-
bean processor. And over the years, it
has been an important factor in persuad-
ing other industrial firms to locate and
expand in the community. Decatur had
the water necessary for the new manu-
facturing operations and for the people
who came to the city to operate the new
plants.

The advantages of having a lake were
not limited to water supply. It provided
the community with recreational and
esthetic benefits not commonly found in
the rich, rolling prairie country. A 1949
city report indicated that there were



nearly 800 boats licensed for use on the
lake. The report showed the interest of
Lake Decatur boaters covered inboards,
outboards, rowboats and sailing.

The issuance of nearly 11,000 fishing
licenses in the community in that year
is ample evidence of the use outdoor
sportsmen have made of their lake.
Thousands more used the bathing facil-
ities at the community's attractive Nel-
son Park beach. Many residents have
taken advantage of Lake Decatur's gen-
erous shoreline as the location of homes
only a few minutes' drive from the heart
of the city.

The story of Lake Decatur is truly
one of the brightest chapters in the com-
munity's history. The lake is the hard-
won result of vision, courage, and enter-
prise by civic leaders of the 1918-1922
period who carried the big project
through to completion. They had big
ideas for their lake, and the past 32
years have justified their most optimis-
tic hopes.

As any Decatur resident knows, Lake
Decatur was formed by the construction
of a dam on the Sangamon River just a
few blocks South of the heart of the city.
Less of them are probably aware of
the fact that the lake receives its water
from a drainage area covering a surface

area of 906 square miles, or that the
lake itself has a surface area of 2,805
acres.

Present day Decatur residents may
not all be familiar with the details of
the history which preceded the develop-
ment of their lake, but recent events
have proved that the community is still
very much aware of the importance of
Lake Decatur to their city. In 1953, the
community started action on a large-
scale program to make the lake bigger
and better than ever.

As with all artificial lakes, silt carried
down the Sangamon River has been de--^S
posited in Lake Decatur since the day oi /
its creation. It is estimated that the
lake's original water storage capacity of
19,738 acre feet (approximately 6.45
billion gallons) has been reduced about
a third by this silting.

Decatur is meeting the problem with
the same enterprise and vision displayed
by the civic leaders who created the lake.
A building program is now underway
to raise the height of the dam five feet
and thus raise lake storage capacity to
27,000 acre feet. Other plans have been
developed for meeting community water
needs far into the future. Decatur knows
the value of its lake and aims to hang
onto it.

LAKE DECATUR became a reality 32 years ago with completion of the dam on the Sangamon River.
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Newspapers,

radio

and television
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TWO DAILY NEWSPAPERS, two radio
stations and a television station, all
owned by local people, keep Decatur res-
idents well informed on world affairs.
The newspapers, the morning Herald
and the evening Review, are both owned
by Lindsay-Schaub Newspapers Inc., but
are published by entirely separate staffs.

Radio station WSOY, owned by the
Herald-Review newspapers, joined Col-
umbia Broadcasting System in 1943. It
began broadcasting, as WJBL, in October
1925. Station WDZ, now 1,000-watt day-
time outlet, is the third oldest station
in the country and the first station es-
tablished in Illinois.

It broadcast its first program March
17, 1921, in Tuscola, 111., and continued
operating from there until 1949 when it
moved to Decatur.

Decatur entered the television field at
4:45 p. m. Aug. 16, 1953, when station
WTVP began regular programming.
WTVP is owned by the Prairie Television
Company and telecasts on ultra high
frequency channel 17. It was the ninth
Illinois TV station and the fourth UFH
station in the state.
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B H L D I I G I CUTS
By long range

planning

and cooperation

By H. H. Bolz, Executive Secretary
Decatur Association of Commerce

JU IKE A BOXING CHAMPION, a good
city cannot rest long on past accomplish-
ments. The future depends on how it
meets today's problems. ^^

Decatur has been a busy, livable city
because its people and their leaders made
it so. They made it so by giving expres-
sion to their ambitions and ideals.

Decatur will continue to be a busy
livable city so long as the people and
the leaders of our future city will adhere
to the high ideals of the past and serve
their community in carrying out con-
structive plans for the physical, spiritual
and cultural advancement of themselves
and those who come after them. There
has been ample evidence in the past year
or two that Decatur people intend to
keep their city both busy and livable.

Personal efforts and resources, hours
and weeks of their own time, have been
given by Decatur citizens in the past to
make our city what it is today. They
brought about the promotion of Lake
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F U T U R E
Decatur, our system of sewers, our
sewage treatment plant. They built the
foundation for our highways and pleas-
ure drives, our schools and play grounds,
our hospitals and parks. Deeply con-

^^cerned private citizens have campaigned
for our good city government, for hous-
ing, for churches.

All these efforts have resulted not only
in a better city for the present, but have
laid the foundations for a better city of
the future.

Today Decatur is on the threshold of
a new era. Substantial new industrial
developments promise 5,000 jobs involv-
ing investments of $50 millions.

With these new developments come
new responsibilities for private citizens
and public agencies for putting some of
the proceeds back into what have been
called "superstructures of religion, edu-
cation, art and recreation." In Decatur
these superstructures will take the form
not only of facilities for enlarging our
religious, educational and recreational
lives, but will include public improve-
ments and services.

Concrete evidences of these new de-
velopments are seen on all sides. New
factories are going up and additions are
being made to those long established

«w here.
Hundreds of new homes are under con-

struction.

STATUE of Stephen Decatur
marks modern city's artistic
advancement.

A $4,200,000 interceptor sewer sys-
tem is being laid.

This spring $7,000,000 was authorized
for new schools, and plans are being
completed for a multi-million dollar ex-
penditure for water supply, treatment
and distribution.

With the expectation that its popula-
tion will increase by 20,000 or 30,000
over the next five years the city, county
and state have started a traffic improve-
ment program to cost in excess of $8,-
000,000.

A $1,500,000 addition is being made
to one hospital and another is planning
an entirely new plant. Churches are
building new worship and educational
facilities and Millikin university is com-
pleting a new four-story science build-
ing.

Thus Decatur is facing, and meeting,
responsibilities that came with the
growth of the last decade and that are
expected in the coming years.

TYPICAL of present-day industrial expansion is
this new building being put up by Marvel-Schebler
Products Division, of Borq-Warner Corporation
for manufacture of automatic transmissions.
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facts

LOCATION—Decatur is approximately 50 miles west from Urbana, 111., where
the University of Illingis is located, and 40 miles east of Springfield, the state ^^
capital and site of Lincoln's home and tomb. New Salem, another Lincoln shrine, '
is 22 miles northwest of Springfield.

PROPERTY—Assessed valuation of real and personal property in Decatur is
$181,988,541. The city tax rate per $100 is 2.69.

BANKING—Resources of Decatur's three banks are $103,698,039.00.

SAVINGS—There are 25,830 members in Decatur's 54 Credit Unions, which
have total assets of $13,345,948.00. The Credit Unions are made up of industrial
and church groups.

UTILITIES—Decatur residents have 34,139 telephones, 26,909 electric meters,
19,174 gas meters and 18,536 water meters.

EMPLOYMENT—At the end of 1953 there were 37,325 persons employed in
non-agricultural occupations.

CHILDREN—There were 14,121 children registered in Decatur's public and
parochial schools in September, 1953.

DWELLINGS—On the first of January, 1954, there were 22,439 dwellings in
Decatur. Approximately 85 percent of them have central heating and 75 percent
have hot and cold running water and private baths.

*CHURCHES—Decatur has 107 churches with a membership of 44,650. This
represents 31 denominations.

STORES—Retail sales for 1953 were approximately $134,510,000.

WEATHER—According to the Weather Bureau, the average temperature in
Decatur is 52.7°. It varies from an average of 28.8° in the winter to 74.2° in the
summer. Average precipitation for the year is 33.07".
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By tecb

QUESTION: Why do you like to live in Decptur?

Dr. F. G. Irwin
Pres., Macon Co.
Medical Assn.

Decatur is a healthy, growing town
where the little man has a chance to get
ahead. For the most part I think our
municipal authorities are tops. Top level
schools, and a good city council all point
to a good city. Decatur has all these.

Rev.
K. W. Erickson
Chairman A. of C.
Religious Com.

"I like Decatur because it is a clean,
healthful industrial city, having an
abundance of jobs, homes, schools, parks
recreational centers, churches of all de-
nominations, hospitals, Y. M. and
Y. W. C. A."

J. F. Nellis
Superintendent
Wabash Railway

"I've lived here all my life, maybe
that's one reason I like it. But I think
Decatur is a wonderful place in which
to raise children—large enough but not
too large. I think its bound to grow but
it won't be over-crowded."

"I like the cordial relation between
members of the county medical society,
and the programs it is carrying out in
investigating in health and accident in-
surance. I like the fact that the doctors
are assuming more of civic duties."

Ronald Sowa
High School Stu-
dent, Student
Leader and
Athlete

"I enjoy living here because (1) the
average citizen is church minded; (2)
the city is a good size, and has nice
parks; (3) it has good industrial plants,
well located to give adequate work,
which in turn means healthy churches."

Lloyd Cox
President
Staley Local 837
U.A.W.A., AFL

"I like the associations I've made here
and I like a city this size. It offers many
advantages of a large place with few of
the disadvantages. I like the ease of
getting about, and its proximity to both
Chicago and St. Louis."

Mrs. P. J. McGarry
Home-maker
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ONE OF THE MANY FINE PASSENGER TRAINS OF THE COUNTRY IS THE BLUEBIRD. WHICH
THE WABASH RAILROAD PUT ON ITS ST.LOUIS-CHICAGO RUN A FEW YEARS AGO.
A STREAMLINED DIESEL POWERED TRAIN. IT WAS ALSO ONE OF THE FIRST TRAINS
IN THE COUNTRY TO CARRY SEVERAL TWO-STORY DOME TOP OBSERVATION CARS.




