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Of Many Shings a 

ONE LEARNS A LOT IN 

RAMBLING ABOUT THE PLANT 

I think there is no part of my job I like 
better than the conversations I get into 
with other employees of the company. I 
like to have other Staley people tell me 
about their work, how they happened to 
get their present jobs (it is surprising 
how many did just happen), what they 
formerly did, what sort of a hobby they 
ride. 

Especially do I like to talk to the peo- 
ple who have been around here a long 
time. Practically all of my knowledge of 
the history of the Staley company has 
been gleaned while I sat in on conversa- 
tions between men like Boob Keck, Ed 
Smith, Jim Galloway, Ear! Leek and 
Henry Potrafka. Since the company is 
still so young that old timers are old in 
years of employment only, these reminis- 
cences are not the ramblings of aged folk. 
They are just jolly conversations about 
the earlier days. 

When the plant was young, 25 or so 
years ago, everyone about it was too busy 
with a great variety of tasks to worry 
about keeping a written history of hap- 
penings. Evidently it never dawned on 
anybody that there would be a time when 
a harried editor would chase around with 
a picture in her hand trying to find some- 
one who remembered just when the plant 
looked like that. Someone did have pic- 
tures taken, but generally no thought was 
given to writing the date on those pic- 
tures, 

Through the kind co-operation of these 
old-timers we have managed to gather 
together bits and pieces of the company 
history, and pictures, which tell « rather 
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complete story. My greatest regret is 
that never, in writing those stories, can 1 
gel into them the spirit, the good-fellow- 
ship and the bantering which always ac- 

companies their telling. 
My experience with industrial con- 

cerns has been limited to this one, so I 

have no way of knowing if this friendly 
atmosphere is common in all plants. I am 
rather inclined to think, while it is not 
peculiar to the Staley plant, it is not 
found universally. Far too few success- 
ful businesses are founded by men who 
like people, as Mr. Staley did. This spirit 
of his reflected down the line, and was so 
strong that Jaier generations will con- 
tinue to reap its benefits. 

  

She Looks Back 

Just the other day I had an interesting 
caller who, I am sure, had no idea of 
turning the conversation back to the 
years she worked in the plant. She has 
een married a long time, toa young man 
she met while she was working here, and 

they have two fine children, It was to 
bring me the picture of one of them that 
she came in, but she stayed to talk about 
how much she enjoyed her work out here. 

Oh no—she was not a “private secre- 
tary” (how many really are) but a little 
girl, scarcely older than her own little 
daughter is now, and she worked ten 
hours a day packing starch by hand.” It 
wasn’t at all hard work, she recalls, and 

the girls all had a grand time. There 
wasn’t too much play but they did sing 
a lot as they worked and no one ever 
thought of staying home unless she was 
ill. One reason they liked their work so 

well, she thinks, was because Mrs. Ethel 
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Robb was their forewoman. She under- 
stood girls and let them have their fun— 
so long as it was not the kind that inter- 
fered with their work. 

When she spoke of their singing I re- 
membered how the girls in the old tray 
roum used to sing as they hammered 
away on the trays. When I first came to 
Staley’s all the starch trays used were 
constructed of wood and burlap and they 
were made by a crew of bright-eyed 
young women who had their domain on 
the second floor of the old starch pack- 
ing house. Long before she married Otto 
Hertrich Helen Tilinski was in that 
group, Maggie Prell was just starting her 
career as forewoman, Mary Facius was 
the lively little member of the crew and 
there were at least a dozen or so others. 

As the visitor mounted the starch- 
whitened stairs to this second floor room 
he could tell just about what mood the 
gitis were in. If he heard only the steady 
sharp pounding of their hammers he 
knew this was no day for much kidding. 
If they were singing, he felt sure things 
were pretty good, but if they were pour- 
ing out their hearts in song—Helen’s sure 
strong voice leading «ll others and their 
hammers going double quick, then be 
knew all was right with their world. 

Several years ago, when a newer type 
of tray was put in, the tray room disap- 
peared. Most of the girls were trans- 
ferred to the new packing house, but here 
they work with machinery—filling starch 
cartons chiefly, and singing above the 
noise of those machines would he a dis- 

couraging job. But the work is easier and 
the pay is better, so they are probably 
singing in their hearts. 

Some Silént Songs 
For that matter not all the happiest 

workers sing about their tasks. One of 
my good friends in the organization was 
in my office the other day-—he too came 
in on an entirely different errand——when 
the conversation got around to his imme- 
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diate superior. The subject of our con. 
versation had just received a promotion 
and I mentioned it. Which, it seemed, 
was all that was needed to set my caller 
off. 

For 25 years, he told me, he has 
worked with, and then jor, this man, and 

he is sure that he is, with no exception, 
the finest, squarest, whitest, smartest, 
kindest—and yes—toughest man in the 
world. “And I’M not speaking for my- 
self alone,” he assured me. “Every man 
and woman in that department feels the 
same way about him. He is strict and de- 
manding—and does he have an eagle eye 
for mistakes! But he is honest and 
square and if we get into a mess we know 
we can go to him and tell him about it. 
In fact, we know if we don’t he'll find 
out about it and then we'll wish we had 
told him.” 

Being quite the little Girl Scout I 

thought I would do my good deed and tell 
the boss what his people thought of him. 
“Well, sure—but I only do what I 
should. I have an excellent bunch of peo- 
ple in my department. They all play fair 
with me and I certainly can’t ask more of 
them than I give, can 1?” 

Which all adds up to something—I am 

not quite sure what. I am sure of this, 
though. We wouldn't have these old 
timers talking about the old days, we 
wouldn’t have this woman telling of her 
happy days in the plant, we wouldn’t 
have this office worker and his boss say- 
ing such sincere things about each other 
if there wasn’t something deeper than 
surface acquaintances, 

x ee 

To a world that certainly needs some 
sort of a light ray, “Printed Words” 
tosses out this: 

It’s not bread that is the staff of life— 
it’s hope. However dark the times, what- 
ever the failures, disappointments, or re- 
buffs, there is always that spark of hope 
that revives the mind and the energies. 
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Americal America! 

God shed His grace on thee, 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining seal 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
SUMS UP YEAR'S ACTIVITIES 

IN ANNUAL REPORT 

The thirty-filth annual report of the 
A. E. Staley Manufacturing company, for 
the year ending Dec. 31, 1940, carries, 
as a memorial to A. E, Staley, founder of 

the company, who died Dec. 26, 1940, a 
portrait of Mr, Staley, a short biograph- 
ical sketch of him, and part of the talk 
made at his funeral by C. C. LeForgee, 
general counsel for the company and 
long-time intimate friend of Mr. Staley. 

The annual report is summed up in a 
most comprehensive and readable letter 
to the stockholders, and written by A. 
E. Staley, Jr., president of the company. 
The letter follows: 

We submit herewith the thirty-fifth 

annual report of our company and its 
domestic subsidiary, the Staley Sales 
Corporation. 

  

   

Profits 

The consolidated profit for 1940, 
after all charges but before deducting the 
expense incident to the reiunding of our 
bond issue, was $1,379,144.71. The net 
cost of the refunding was $96,388.84, 
leaving a net profit after that deduction 
of $1,282,755.87. Charges included de- 
preciation of $834,037.61, bond interest 
and amortization of $124,909.73, and 
taxes of $801,324.71, 

The operating net profit of $1,379,- 
144.71 is higher than the average for the 
five years, 1935-1939 inclusive of $912,- 
849.74, but lower than the $1,751,799.37 
that was earned in 1939. 

Comparison of Earnings With 1939 Results 

The decline in earnings in 1940, as 
compared to 1939, was due Lo the follow- 
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ing factors: (1) the increase in our fed- 
eral taxes; (2) a less javorable relation- 
ship between the price of soybeans and 
the market prices for soybean meal and 
soybean oil; and (3) the loss of export 
business during the last six months of 
the year, caused by the intensification of 
the war abroad. 

‘The quantity of com and soybeans 
processed during the year was approx 
mately the same as a year ago. Domestic 
demand for our products continued rea- 
sonably active, and our company was 
able to maintain its position in the two 
industries. 

  

Taxes, 

Total taxes for the year amounted to 
$801,324.71, as compared to $767,944.23 

in 1939. The 1940 taxes were equal to 
$410.93 per employee, or $1.89 per share 

of Common Stock. 

The principal cause of the increase in 
taxes was the increase in the Federal Cor- 
poration Income Tax rate from 19 per 
cent to 24 per cent. 

In preparing its income tax return for 
the year our company will show no liabil- 
ity for excess profits taxes. The return 
will be made using the invested capital 
basis, rather than by the use of the aver- 
age earnings allernative. ‘The provisions 
of the Act are quite complex, and the 
manner in which invested capital is to 
be determined may possibly be subject 
to conflicting interpretations, Hence it 
is possible that the return and the com- 
puted amount of invested capital may 
be amended at some later time. 
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Refunding of Bond Issue 
During the year our company refunded 

its outstanding bond issue. As a result, 
we accomplished a substantial saving in 
interest charges, reduced the amount of 
our funded debt, and cancelled the mort- 
gage on our plant and property. 

On December 31, 1939, there was out- 
standing a first mortgage bond issue in 
the amount of $3,166,000, bearing an in- 
terest rate of 4 per cent and due in 1946, 
A sinking fund installment of $403,000 

was paid on August 1, 1940, reducing the 
amount outstanding to $2,763,000, On 
August 5, 1940, our company sold to one 
of our banks a serial note issue of $800,- 
000, of which $200,000 will become due 
June 1, 1941, and $200,000 on June 1 of 
each of the subsequent three years. These 
notes carry an interest rate of 2.10 per 
cent. Our company also sold to the 
Equitable Life Assurance Society of the 

United States a 2.75 per cent debenture 
issue of $1,700,000 at the price of 99. 
Sinking fund payments of principal un- 
der the debenture issue, in the amount 
of $155,000 annually, are due and pay- 
able starting May 31, 1945. 

The total of our funded debt now out- 
standing is $2,500,000. In order to bring 
about the reduction we used a portion of 
our working capital to help pay off the 
old issue. The amount of funded debt 
now outstanding is lower than it has been 
at any year end since 1926. 

Under the terms of the new indenture 
there are some new restrictions in regard 
to the dividend policy of our company. 
These restrictions provide that no divi- 
dends shall be declared or paid on the 
capital stock of the corporation except 
out of earnings derived from operations 
subsequent to December 31, 1939, plus 
$500,000; and further, that no dividends 
shall be declared or paid which will re- 
duce the working capital below the sum 
of $4,500,000, As of December 31, 1940, 
there was a margin of $1,261,531.55 he- 
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fore either of these provisions could be- 
come effective. 

Working Capital 

During 1940 the working capital of 
our company was increased from $5,- 
221,729 on December 31, 1939, to $5,- 
821,356.29 on December 31, 1940. 

For the first time in years our company 
was not indebted to its banks at the 
close of the year for current borrowings. 
Contrary to our previous experience, the 
larger proportion of the soybean crop was 
not rushed to market at harvest time, 
but instead was stored on the farms, with 
the prospect that it will be gradually 
marketed throughout the crop year. This 
unusual development made it unneces- 
sary for our company to invest as heavily 
in soybean inventories as we have done 
in previous years, and in turn made it 
unnecessary for us to borrow from our 
banks. 

Soybean Operations 

The 1939 crop of soybeans was esti- 
mated by the Department of Agriculture 
to be 91,272,000 bushels. Of this amount 
10,949,000 bushels were exported, leav- 

ing available for processing, seed, and 
carry-over 80,323,000 bushels. The last 
estimate of the Department for the year 
of 1940 showed a total production of 
79,837,000 bushels. Exports will be 
negligible, which leaves available for pro- 
cessing, seed, and carry-over approxi- 
mately the same amount as a year ago. 

The previoys practice of the soybean 
growers has been to move the larger pro- 
portion of the crop to market at harvest 
time. In 1940 this did not occur, The 
farmers expressed dissatisfaction with the 
price prevailing at that time, and a great 
many of them stored beans on the farm 
in order to hold them for a possible higher 
price. The failure of the harvest move- 
ment to materialize brought about in- 
tensive competition among the processors 
(o obtain a supply of beans, which in 
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turn resulted in a subnormal spread in 
price between soybeans and the products 
from soybeans. This subnormal spread 
in price reduced profits in the Soybean 
Division for the year of 1940, and if 
continued wil] adversely affect profits for 
1941. 

New Construction 

Our company did not undertake any 
major new construction program during 
the year of 1940. Capital additions were 
confined to the completion of the pro- 
gram started in 1939, and minor im- 
provements in processing equipment. 
Tota) capital expenditures during the 
year amounted to $473,741.38, as com- 
pared to depreciation charges of $834,- 
037.61. 

Effects of War 

During the first few months of 1940 
our company experienced a very active 
foreign demand, primarily irom the 
United Kingdom, but also from the Scan- 
dinavian countries of Europe, In the 
spring of 1940 the United Kingdom 
established quotas on the imports of 
starch and prohibited the importation of 
corn syrup or glucose. ‘This action sub- 
stantially reduced the volume of busi- 
ness that we were able to do in thal mar- 
ket. 

‘The intensification of the war during 
late spring and early summer closed all of 
the Scandinavian markets and brought 
about a further reduction in our export 
business. The increase in volume that 
we were able to obtain from the other, 
and less important markets of the world 
was not sufficient to offset these losses, 

Effect of Defense Program 

‘The defense program will have some 
indirect effect on our company. Cotton 
textiles, paper, and similar items will be 
required in increased quantity, and hence 
the demand for starch, which is used in 
the manufacture of those items, should 
be correspondingly stimulated. Further, 
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as the purchasing power of the nation as 
a whole is increasec through the defense 
program, this will likewise have an effect 
on the demand for the products of our 
company. The exact amount of this ef- 
fect is impossible to estimate, and al- 
though it is not believed that it will be 
sufficient to bring about capacity opera- 
tions, it will help to offset to some ex- 
tent the loss of the export business which 
we enjoyed the last few months of 1939 
and the first few months of 1940. 

None of the products manufactured by 
our company is used to any appreciable 
extent in the manufacture of munitions or 
supplies incident to the defense program, 
and hence no substantial government 
contracts have been secured by our com- 
pany. If any such contracts are secured, 
they will in all probability be confined 
to the sale of relatively minor quantities 
of packaged syrup or starch for use by 
the armed forces. 

While the nature of our business and 
equipment compels us to play only a 
minor role in the defense program, never- 
theless our company pledges its whole- 
hearted support and cooperation, and 
will aid in any and every way that it 
can, 

New Products 

Our company continued its research 
program, looking towards the develop- 
ment.of new products and the establish- 
ment of new uses for existing products, 
The new products cleveloped during the 
year were several new types of industrial 
starches, but the major accomplishments 
were in the field of finding new and in- 
creased uses for existing products, such 
as “Sweetose,” the extra sweet corn 
syrup recently developed by our com- 
pany. The sales of “Sweetose” increased 
substantially during the year. 

Duty-Free Imported Starches 
Duty-free imports of tapioca and sago 

starches, which are directly competitive 
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with the corn starch manufactured by 
our company, amounted to 341,198,421 
pounds in 1940, as compared to 405,610,- 
379 pounds in 1939. These starches are 
produced primarily in the Netherlands 
East Indies, and are available in virtual- 
ly unlimited quantities. The volume of 
imports during 1941 will be determined 
largely by the availability of ocean ship- 
ping space, and by the relationship of 
the price of corn to the prices of tapioca 
and sago. 

General Comments 

Our company does not have under con- 
sideration any major new construction 
program for 1941. We do expect to con- 
tinue to make minor replacements of 
equipment where economies or greater 
efficiencies of operation can be secured. 

We expect to continue our present re- 
search program, in the belief that these 
research expenditures will produce sub- 
stantial revenues in years to come. 

We acknowledge with thanks the ef- 
forts of employees and department heads 
who have worked untiringly to maintain 

and improve the quality of our products 
and strengthen the ties of friendship and 
good will with our customers. 

Enters Tuskegec Institute 

Jesse Cummings, son of M. L. Cum- 
mings of the table house, left the first of 
March to enter Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama. He plans to learn the printers 
trade in the famous vocational school. 
He was graduated from Decatur high 
school in 1940. 

Jesse, the only boy in the family, is the 
second member of the family to enter 
Tuskegee. His sister Solona was gradu- 
ated there and is now a dietician in a hos- 
pital in South Carolina. 

Dis-organize Quartet 

Almost before it was formed a well- 
meaning quartet, with lots of volume, at 
least, was discouraged from making too 
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many too public appearances. The boys 
had called themselves the “Singing Wait- 
ers” and had perfected a method of sing- 
ing behind the scenes. That is, after 
the guests were served they would gather 
in the kitchen and run through a nice 
little program. The great trouble with 
their initial performance was that they 
did their program running while the real 
program of speaking was in progress at 
the dinner table. 

Ed Smith was the manager of the 
group and his singers were—or are— 
Ed Monical, Joe Palluck, W. R. Van- 
Hook and Larry Yunker. Although they 
still haven't convinced Jim Richey of the 
fact, the boys insist they were only prac- 
ticing and did not know the strength of 
their own voices. 

  

  
W. N. Dulaney is taking over the indus- 

trial sales territory in Alabama, Mississippi 
and western Tennessee which Hank Mitchell 
formerly has had. Hank is moving up into 
South Carolina, Bill was in Decatur earlier 
in the year and made lots of friends among 
Staley people, who are sure he witl do as well 
among Staley customers 
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PROMOTION 
FOR TWO COMPANY VETERANS ANNOUNCED 

  

  

Herbert Scholes, who has been in the ac- 
counting department 21 years, has just been 
made chie} accountant. 

In February announcement was made 
of two important personnel changes in 
the company. R. C. Scherer was pro- 
moted to the position of assistant comp- 
troller and Herbert S. Scholes vas pro- 
moted to that of chief accountant. Both 

men have been with the company many 
years. 

Mr. Scherer has been with the com- 

pany since August, 1912, being away 
only during the years when he was in 
the navy during the war, Coming here 
direct from business school, which had 
topped off his parochial school educa- 
tion, he served first as general office boy 
and clerk and later as a bookkeeper who 
had such an uncanny sense for figures 
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that some of the officials wondered why 
they ever bought adding machines when 
they had Ray Scherer there to do it just 
as well in his head. 

Soon after his return from his World 

War service he was made assistant to 
the auditor and when that official died 
in 1923 he succeeded to the position. It 
was that position he held when he re- 
ceived his promotion last month, but dur- 
ing eighteen years of his time there the 
department has grown greatly in size and 
the work has increased many fold, Al- 
ways under Mr. Scherer’s direction the 

department has ran smoothly and ef- 
ficiently. 

Ten years ago Mr. Scherer was made 
a director of the company and elected 
secretary, He had served as assistant 

  R.C. Scherer has recently been made as- 
sistant comptroller. Announcement was 
made by F. Eakin, comptroller, in February. 
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secretary for a mumber of years before 
that. At present he is a director, secre- 
tary and assistant treasurer. 

Mr. Scholes has been with the com- 
pany since 1920, He also started as a 
messenger in the accounting department, 
but after a few months was given clerical 
work and then bookkeeping to do. For 
a number of years he has been working 
directly under Mr. Scherer. 

Always quiet and self-effacing, but a 
stickler for seeing that everything under 
his supervision was done correctly, he 
has won not only the friendship but the 
deep respect of everyone who has come 
in contact with him. Although he saw 
no reason for so doing, he has, at the 
urgent request of Mr. Scherer, moved 
into the office adjoining that of the assist- 
ant comptroller. 

  

A. R. STALEY NAMED TO SUCCEED 

FATHER AS COMPANY DIRECTOR 

  

A. R. Staley, youngest son of the com- 
pany founder, has recently been named as a 
director of the company 

Announcement was made recently of 
the appointment of A. R. Staley to a posi- 
tion on the board of directors of the 

company. Mr. Staley was named to suc 
ceed his father, A. E. Staley, who died 
in December. 
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Mr, Staley is the youngest son of the 
founder of the company, and has been 
working here in various capacities most 
of his adult life. While still in school he 
spent most of his vacations working in 
the plant. Later after completing his 
work at the University of Ilinois, he en- 

tered the sales department. 
Since 1932 he has been working in that 

department and ever since its organiza- 
tion he has been in charge of the special 
products division of the sales depart- 
ment. 

Daughter to Marry 
W. H. McGuire, grain department, 

plans to be in Tucson, Ariz., the first part 
of April for the marriage there April 5 

of his daughter, Mary Alice, and Horace 
Dainty. Mrs. McGuire left the first of 

March to spend the month with her 

daughter, and will return to Decatur with 

Mr. McGuire after the wedding. 

Miss McGuire was graduated last 

spring from the University of Arizona 

and has been staying on this year to work 

on ber master's degree. Mr. Dainty is 

with the Goodyear Rubber company, and 
after their marriage the young people 
will live in Los Angeles. 
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HEADLINE WRITERS BAD BOYS 

OF SCIENTIFIC PUBLICITY WRITING 

One finds a surprising amount of re- 
liable information in an amazing num- 
ber of popular publications, but the ar- 
ticles are often misleading because the 
emphasis is placed on the eye-catching, 
and often, least important, facts. This is 
the conclusion reached in a talk recently 
made before the Decatur University club 

by Dr. R. E. Greenfield, our assistant 
general superintendent. 

High points in Dr. Greenfield’s talk are 
reprinted here: 

To start with, I had the opinion 
(shared in by most people, I believe), 

that the popular reporting of scientific 
questions is usually essentially erroneous, 
and that no great amount of confidence 
can be placed in anything scientific that 
an ordinary lay mind can enjoy reading. 
Indeed, the more technical reports should 
be viewed with great skepticism. 

With this postulation of error to start 
with T have read newspapers, journals, 
books and other sources, and reviewed 
things I have. read before, in a critical 

fashion. In places I have found state- 
ments of others which bore more or less 
on the subject. From this reading I have 
concluded that popular sources of in- 
formation on scientific materiabare fairly 
accurate as far as their facts go but are 
often misleading in the amount of em- 
phasis placed on unimportant, as com- 
pared to, important things. Furthermore, 
technical publications are often at fault 
in this respect also, and that the fault 
is due to a seemingly inherent character- 
istic of human beings themselves. To re- 
produce for you this line of reasoning I 
Propose to list for you the sources of 
popular science information, listing them 
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more or less in the reverse order of ac- 
curacy of fact, with some running com- 
ment on the factual accuracy of each 
source, Later we will discuss their short- 
comings as to balance of importance. 

The first of these sources is fiction. You 
probably are thinking—“but he is not 
serious about that.” But indeed I am 
serious about it and I believe if you will 

examine the idea you will also decide that 
many people are dependent on fiction for 
much of their information on scientific 
subjects. For example, how much of your 
own knowledge of linger prints and their 
use has been gleaned from modern de- 
tective stories? The study of secret writ- 
ing almost ended with Poe’s Gold Bug, 
and had it not been for the impact of the 

World War One this would be even more 
true than it is now. In fact, this de- 
pendence of all of us on this source has 
induced at least one very reputable sci- 
entist to take this medium for popular 
presentation of what he knew, 

Bandolier’s “The Delight Maker” is 
a novel with the scene laid in a pre-his- 

toric Indian pueblo. Bandolier is a recog- 
nized authority in the field of archeology 
and’ ethnology..This novel is a very 
happy choice, helying my placing this 
source as the poorest source of informa- 
tion on things scientific. “The Girl of the 
Limberlost” will bring us down the scale 
a little and will get us into the field of 

professional writers who most use the 
held. To hurriedly get you clear to the 
bottom and also into the field of chem- 
istry, do you remember the Craig Ken- 
nedy detective stories? This author cer- 
tainly retained only the excitement and 
little, if any, of the facts of chemistry. 
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Advertising Has Points 

Next, the much maligned art of ad- 
vertising—the thing that we all abuse— 
and all read. Like propaganda, we brace 
our mind against it, but il one story out 
oi ten is believed, both the propagandist 
and the advertiser have succeeded. In- 
deed, the advertiser can get along with 
samewhat less than that, for if you resist 
too strongly you will surely remember 
the name of his product, which will 
eventually help his cause. 

Except possibly in the field of remedies 
and nostrums, I wonder if much we rail 
at as deliberately and maliciously mis- 
leading really works out that way 
even the most gullible of our youth really 
believe that Babe Ruth personally bought 
his baseball bats from a popular mail 
order house any more than that there 
ever was either a Jack Horner or a cor- 
ner? But they are good yarns at that! 

Admittedly, much advertising is mis- 
leading and some curbing of misinforma- 
tion is called for. 

Nevertheless, I believe strongly that 
the misleading advertisement in things of 
science is the exception. A visit to the 
large laboratories of many of our manu- 
facturers reveals the experimental rat 
colonies jor food studies, the detailed 

studies of light sensitive compounds for 
your camera and mine, analysis of steels, 
studies on strength of materials or the 
support of such studies in universities 
and ethyl gasoline (maybe your car can 
get along without it}, but it gave the 
impetus that made modern aviation pos- 
sible. 1 have seen these things as such 
and they give me the idea that much fact 
lies back of the modern advertiser. If 
he gilds the lily too, well, most of the 
lilies are sound enough values to stand 
a little. 

Advertising is not the most reliable of 
modern chemical knowledge —I think 
that is true, but it is often the first avail- 
able, and it is olten the most complete. 
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At times, in extreme cases, the best of 
us, technical or not, will be compelled to 
accept it as the only source of much in- 
formation. So trot right out and take 
that picture at ¥ 6.3—and a fiftieth. The 

chart says that is right. It is only an 
advertisement but I think you will find 

it is correct. 
Information on plastics, vitamin prod- 

ucts, alloy steels—I find them usually 
more reliable than text books. The radio 
broadcast “Cavalcade of America” I find 
inspiring and factual, Need I go on with 
examples of really factual material today 
reaching more people through this medi- 
um than perhaps any other? 

Newspaper Virtues 
And now we come to the newspapers. 

Surely here, you may think, much mis- 
information is rife. Indeed why did they 

not lead the list? I have read every sci- 
ence short and Sunday page that I could 
lay my hands on for the past six months. 
1 have found in the text of these little 
that was clearly incorrect. I did find a 
great similarity among the stories and 
believe the explanation is that many— 
even most of them—come from one 
source, Science Service, which I will dis- 
cuss a little later, and that those that do 

not come from Science Service have felt 
its competition so keenly as to become 
closely imitative in style and in accuracy 
of facts. 

One fault does at times appear. The 
headlines oiten do not agree with the 
text. As I understand it, the headline 
writer is hedged about by many me- 
chanical limitations; he is often hurried, 
Uired and on scientific subjects not well 

trained. No matter what your reading 
habits are on other things in the paper 
you would better skip the headlines of 

the chemical stories, but the facts are 
usually accurate. At this point in my 
train of reasonings I started to get a new 
slant on the subject. The facts are fairly 
accurate but the important and unim- 
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portant are badly jumbled together. 
There are a large number of popular 

technical magazines maintained simply 
to produce a profit 10 the publisher. You 
know them without my naming them. 
They are often very simple reading. They 
furnish relaxing reading of the same 
nature to me as detective stories do to 
many people, and have the advantage of 
many easy stopping places. Here, too, 
Tiind little to complain of with the facts. 

Science Service here, tuo, seems to fur- 
nish much of the material, and affects 
the quality of more. 

The blood and thunder scientific story 
ol a few years ago so prevalent in maga- 
zines of this sort, and reaching its height 
of flower in the Sunday supplement, has 
all but disappeared and where it still 
persists seems to have swung mostly to 
the field of criminology and left the field 
of chemistry. But it is hard to decide 
what is important and what is only just 
something else. 

Here, also, I place consumer guides 
of one sort and another. Although some 
may feel they are non-profit organiza- 
tions, I will treat them as gently as my 
emotions will allow. At their worst they 
certainly can become rackets. At their 
best they may be quite informative. They 
set for themselves an impossible task, and 
failure to successfully perform it in all 
fields should probably not be held against 
them. 

Many journals such as various wom- 
cn’s magazines use feature scientific 
stories. Here we meet the professional 
science writer. Most of them are in- 
telligent, able to write interestingly and 
when allowed a certain leeway in making 
the story look good, their facts are good, 
with some atlempt at balance of im- 
portance. 

Into this class of professional writers 
wanders the occasional doctor, professor 
or chemist. Their story may be a little 
dustier but many of them do a very good 
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job—sometimes so good that they never 
return to their first profession. Occa- 
sionally, but il seems to me recently, 
much less frequently in this class will be 
found the exhibitionist with consider- 
ably warped or misleading information. 
They usually will betray themselves 
eventually and can be eliminated from 
your list. 
i Technical Magazines 

Popular technical magazines supported 
by technical or non-profit organizations, 
on the whole, are an interesting group. 

National Geographic, in the field of 
geography but often having very good 
chemical information, Natural History 
from American Museum of Natural His- 
tory, There is no chemistry in this but 
it represents the type nevertheless. Hygea 
hy the American Medical Association. 
These are excellent from a factual stand- 
point. I would like to spend my time 
discussing Science News Letter and the 
organization, Science Service, which pub- 
lishes it. 

Science Service, organized in 1921 and 
endowed by E. W. Scripps, is a non- 
profit institution whose purpose is to 
provide the best quality of science pop- 
ularization. The control of the policies 
of this institution is in the hands of trus- 

lees appointed by the National Academy 
of Science, the National Research Coun- 

cil and the American Association for the 
Advancement of trained writers. While 
@ non-profit organization, none of the 
services is free but are all charged for on 
some sort of a subscription basis. The 
proceeds from these subscriptions are 
used to further the activity of the service. 
Science News Letter, a weekly public: 
tion, is for general subscription. It is 
small, the stories are brief but as au- 
thentic as can he and still be moderately 
up-to-the-minute. For the newspapers 
they furnish news reports, news stories, 
science shorts, a complete science page 
for Sunday supplements, star maps, 
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health articles, weather stories and fea- 
ture stories. They furnish pictures and 
“telefucts”, the little Wlustrated graphs 
you have all seen, feature articles for 
inagazines or papers. For the radio they 
prepare entire programs. They hoth edit, 
write and review books. In addition 
they have sponsored certain projects 
which involved collecting information 
from scattered sources such as seismo- 
logical reports, cosmic data and some 
others. [am quite convinced the activ- 
ities of this one organization are largely 
responsible for the relatively satisfactory 
state of scientific popular reporting to- 
day. Other sources of similar material 
have been forced to raise their standards 
to meet this competition. There are ex- 
amples of all the services mentioned here 
jor your inspection. 

The most recent addition to the in- 
formation is “The Things of Science”. 
You may subscribe and you get not only 
a description of new developments but 
actual samples that you can feel and 
taste. Meteorites, glass fabric, plastics, 
finger print material are a few in the cur~ 
rent subscription. 

  

Popular Books 
‘There are so many popular books that 

it seems almost hopeless to attempt any 
sort of a review of the field, An exam- 
imation of the local library sheli showed 
in chemistry alone a long shelf, and the 
six or seven I chose to sample were all 
very interesting. Here again the writers 
could be classified as the professional 

These probably make the most interest- 
ing reading but naturally one must pick 
from those known to confine themselves 
essentially to facts, Fortunately, there 
are plenty of these. 

The second class are professors, chem- 
ists and others who enter this field be- 
cause they fee] the urge to reach a larger 
class room or perhaps to swell a too 
meager income, or to furnish an occtupa- 
tion after retirement. 
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From this list I believe you will have 
gained the impression, as I intended that 
you should, that there really are numer- 

ous readily available sources of popular 
information in science which are factual- 

ly quite satisfactory. But does this tell 
the tale; is the public well informed be- 

cause of this? This is where I made my 
second reversal of opinion. 

Soybean Publicity 
In helping a colleague prepare a paper 

on soybeans we came to the conclusion 
that activities which used less than 2% 
of all the snybeans processed were get- 
ting publicity which was more nearly 
98% of the total publicity, From your 
own reading, would you not really get 
the impression that the most important 
outlets for soybeans are plastics, auto 
bodies, paints, plywood glues, cheese and 
milk substitutes? You can finish the list 
as well as I. But, actually, well over 
95% of all the beans go into stock food 

and oil for edible purposes. Some other 
edible purposes take up a few percent 
more, and really only a vanishing amount 
go to the purposes mentioned. But these 
publicized uses are real, the statements 
as to things having been made of this 
nature are true. It’s just that they are 
not yetsimportant in volume. Some may 
become important but they haven’t yet, 
and the industry is doing what booming 
it can on’ the more prosaic things—cow 
feed and cooking oil. 

This unbalance of publicity and im- 
portance extends to many fields, This 
difficulty may also take the form of tell- 
ing all the wonderfut things about a sub- 
ject omitting the limitations and failures. 
A new remedy may have wonderful cura- 
tive effects but bé so toxic as to be im- 

possible for many patients. Alcohol for 
motor fuel presents few technical diffi- 
culties but the cost of production from 
even bankrupting farm prices will far 
exceed the cost of other motor fuels. A 
new plastic may have good strength and 
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appearance but be so lacking in water 
resistance as to be essentially useless, or 
will become so brittle at low tempera 
tures as to lose most of its advantages. 
Neither the news story writer nor the ad- 
vertiser are particularly good about tell- 
ing about these limitations. 

  

Lack of Balance 

This lack of balance is probably the 
real source of the feeling that most pop- 
ular science is so inaccurate. It is just 
that the important is mixed with the un- 
important. It must be new, it must be 
exciting or it isn’t news. Many of the 
new things will never become any more 
important than they were the day they 
were discovered. A few will build in- 
dustries and perhaps destroy empires. 
How can they be separated? Well, of 
course to a large extent the answer is 
they can’t, but a better job can be done 
than we do, providing you, the public, 
want it. 

And I believe that is the basic trouble. 
It isn’t “we plan it that way”; it is “we 
like it that way”. Professor Carlson of 
the University of Chicago says (as re- 
ported in the Science News Letter), that 
we are not living in a scientific age. We 
live in an age where in certain fields men 
have learned to use the scientific method 
but as a whole we like gadgets. We like 
the startling, and even the scientists, 
when they get outside the-field in which 
they have trained, become as emotional 
and prejudiced as the non-scientific per- 
son. 

Scientific Method 

What is the scientific method? I un- 
derstand it to be the careful accumula- 
tion of all the facts available on the 
subject, the evolving of theories or con- 
clusion which best explain or correlate 
all these facts. The attempt to accumu- 
late by experiment additional facts with 
which to confirm or advance these the- 
ories, and most important of all, the 
fearless abandonment or modification of 
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the theory or conclusion if the new facts 
do not coniirm them. 

We started with the premise that all 
popular science reporting was essentially 
inaccurate. We have torn that down and 
sel up in its place the idea that while 
it is factually pretty good it is such 
hodgepodge of important and  unim- 
portant, with so much emphasis at times 
on the unimportant but more spectacular 
things, that on the whole popular re- 
porting of chemistry is misleading and 
quite non-informative. Well, that’s right 
back where we started from. No informa- 
tion to be had. 

What can be done about it? At the 
risk of only being emotional I would like 

to express one or two opinions. In the 
field of science itself the situation is suf- 
ficiently critical. If the world civilization 

survives the present social crisis we can 
expect continued scientific advance only 
if this question of proper intergradation 
of knowledge can be solved. In a sim- 
ilar manner in chemistry we will make 
advances at increasing rates as there are 
more chemists and as they accumulate 
mote facts. But this is only proportional 
to the number of the men if all facts are 
equally available to all men, 

We are: seeing the picture too much 
of men in one specialty working hard to 
discover certain facts when men in other 
fields already have done the work and 

have the desired facts, and have probably 
reported them accurately. The field is 
so large that no one man can cover it 
enough to properly accumulate all the 
knowledge he could use. I believe we 
must develop the ability to do this. It 
may be a specialty in itself. 

For you individually in your daily 
reading on chemistry. You can help your 
own balance of knowledge by developing 
the right sort of a critical mind. Ask 

questions of yourself. Is anyone really 
putting any money in this idea or is it 
just an idea? Examine the standing of 
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the one originating the story but do not 
be carried away by mere eminence. 

No, mere eminence of the man or the 
source does not determine importance. 
Many of the wrilers of magazine articles 

try lo evaluate importance. They can 
often be of help to you. Persistence of 
the story in the news may indicate im- 
portance but this doesn't always prove 

anything. For example, soybean plastics. 
Some of the popular books try to eval- 
uate importance of various developments. 
The occasional reading of these, or at 
least the reviews of them, will help. Your 

financial papers, market reports and the 
like will inform you of the importance 
of many things, But in trying to eval- 
uate the importance of all these things 
do not deny yourself the pleasure of read- 
ing about some of these things just for 
your own amazement, You really do like 
black magic—just as the alchemist did— 
and so do I. 

  

  

New Daughter 
A daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs. 

B, J. “Bud” Bresnan in St. Mary’s hos- 
pital Feb. 17. Mrs, Bresnan, formerly 
Luella Christman, worked in our person- 

vel office until last spring. A fond aunt 
of the new baby is Carolyn Christman, 
fourth floor, 

Weesner-Sanks 
Mary Weesner, who has been working 

in the order department, and Harold W. 
Sanks were married in the First Baptist 

church in Marion, Ind., Feb. 22. The 
ceremony was performed by Rev. Robert 
White in the presence of about 200 rela- 
tives and friends, Immediately following 
the service the couple leit for a short trip, 
later returning to Decatur to live, They 
have taken an apartment at 875 West 
Wool street. 

The bride is the daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. O. D. Weesner, of Marion, but has 
lived in Decatur for nine years, making 
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her home with her aunt, Bessie Case, our 

cafeteria manager, ever since she came to 
this city to enter Millikin university. She 

was graduated from Millikin in 1936, and 

came to work in the Staley offices that 
same year. She resigned the week before 
her marriage. 

Mr. Sanks is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 

A. O. Sanks, of Decatur. He was also 
graduated from Millikin in 1936 and. is 
now associated with his father in the in- 
surance agency which bears his name, 

  

R.C. Scherer was simply delighted (#) 
when a group from the accounting de- 
partment gathered outside his office door 
to listen while he sat at the telephone and 
received a singing telegram on his birth- 
day. The one big flaw was that the send- 
er did not sign his (or her) name (or 

names). 

New Additions to Staff 

Two new trainees have recently joined 
the company offices forces. They are 
James Farrington and James Moore. Mr. 
Farrington came to the Staley company 
irom the Firestone company where he 
had been serving in various office jobs 
since his graduation from the University 
‘of Minois in 1939. He is now working 
with Walter Lichtenberger, in statistics. 

Mr. Moore attended college in Ven- 
tura, California, but has been in Decatur 
for four years. He was a reporter on the 
Decatur’ Herald until coming to the 
Staley company. At present he is in the 
order department. 

Helen Wilkie Waltz, 17 building, may 

he proud of her high dive record but she 
is making no effort to repeat it. While 
visiting in St. Louis she fell downstairs 
from the second floor, landing on a con- 
crete step at the bottom—and escaped 
with some broken bones in her hand, a 
bad cut in her head and some very bad 

Irnises. 
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STALEY FELLOWSHIP 

POSTMAN CHAIRMAN 
x       CLUB NAMES 

Officers were elected in a recent meet- 
ing of the Painesville branch of the 
Staley Fellowship club, and the organ- 
ization started its second year with high 
enthusiasm and many plans for the 
season. W. G. “Bill” Postman was 
elected chairman. Bill, mechanic in 

charge of the Painesville plant mainten- 
ance department, has been a dependable 

  

a 

William G. Postman was elected chairman 
of the Painesville plant Fellowship club. 

Officers of the Fellowship club in Paines- 
ville are, left to right—H. L. Winings, social 
chairman; Ray Morton, vice chairman; 
Oliver Alanen, athletic chairman; and How- 
ard Flacke, welfare chairman. 
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member of the club since its organiza- 
tion. 

Other olficers elected were R. W. Mor- 
ton, vice chairman; H. L. Winings, chair 
man of the social committee; Oliver J. 

Alanen, chairman of the athletic com- 
mittee, and Howard F. Flacke, chairman 

of the welfare committee. Ray Morton 
and Howard Flacke are in the packing 
and loading department, Oliver Alanen 

is a chemist in the plant laboratory and 
Howard Winings is the traffic manager. 

With the exception of Winings none 
of the men were on club committees last 
year, but all have been active in the work 
of the club. 

Mailing Room Moves 

The mailing room now has new quar- 
ters. It is now located in the north and 

east section of the basement just across 
the court from its old location. This 
room, on ground level, has the advantage 
of much more light than the old quarters, 

and has a direct exit onto the court which 
the mail truck driver can use. 

‘The old mailing room, just inside the 
main ground Noor entrance in the rear, 
is to be used as a storage and receiving 
room. 

Betty Heynen, who has been a messen- 
ger, is now serving as clerk for Harry 
Lichtenberger, manulacturing depart- 
ment statistician, 

John C. Kubns, chief power engineer, 
went to the Army and Navy hospital in 
Hot Springs, Ark. Jate in February. Be- 
cause the doctors are still checking him 
over they are keeping him in bed and he 
has small opportunity to write. One card 
did mention that a close neighbor in his 

corridor was Gen. John Pershing, but so 
far the two had not met. 

A picture in the February Starry 
Journat has caused considerable com- 
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ment, all because Stanley Defanes, per- 
sonnel office, sat in the front row, wear- 
ing a low neck, sleeveless jersey. Stanley 
is “compactly” built but until his friends 
saw that picture they had no idea just 
how fat his shoulders were. Now they 
seem to be making a point of not letting 
Stanley forget 

  

Dorr Collins, M. & L. department, is 
still unable to return to work, He has 
been ill for several months, and his im- 
provement has been slow. 

  

Frank Rucker, cooper in 17 building, 
survived the birth of his own two chil- 
dren and four grandchildren, but when 
the fifth—a grand-daughter—made her 
appearance ahead of schedule recently, 
Frank was completely upset—and great- 
ly delighted. The young lady is the third 
chill of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Eichen- 
auer. —     

  
John Joynt, Jv., was graduated from De- 

catur High school in January this year. He 
is the son of John Jaynt who has been with 
the company jor 11 years, working in 18 
building 
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Some of the boys from the tool room brought their wives and sweethearts to the skating 

party and showed some of the others how to skate. 
  

  
Joyce Aline Beal was two years oid and 

her sister, Florence Jeanette, was 3 mouths 
old shortly before this picture was taken in 

January. They are the children of C. F. 
Beal, assistant foreman in the soybean 

warehouse. Their grandfather, trl Beal, 
works in the kiln house 
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“Grandpa” W. R. Van Hook brought this 

picture in, and offered it with justified pride. 

They are the children of his oldest son, 
Floyd Van Hook, who is office manager for 
Dawson & Wikof. Sandra is 4 years old 

and young Richard is 18 months. Aud do 
the Van Hooks adore them! 
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THERE WERE ALL KINDS OF SKATERS AT THE P 

       



ARTY THE FELLOWSHIP CLUB GAVE IN FEBRUARY 

   



G, Garrett Never Gets 

Far From the Plant 

Most of the time since 1915 Gale Gar- 
rett has called the Staley plant his indus- 
trial home. A good deal of that time his 
father, the late J. A. Garrett, worked 

  

Gale has been with the company most of 

the time since 1915. 

here, and most of the time he has lived 
within a few blocks of the factory. 

Although he was born in Dalton City, 
almost a suburb of Decatur, he lived in 
far parts of the country before coming 
here to settle. When he was young the 
family lived in Louisiana and Alabama 
for a number of years. 

Started in Packing House 

When they finally moved to Decatur 
Mr. Garrett came to work at the plant 
as a mechanic and Gale decided to try 
his hand here too. He worked in the old 
starch packing house for a while, sealing 
cases by hand, and then as a millwright. 
When war was declared he got into the 
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service, but was forced to spend most of 
his time working as an army mechanic in 
Kansas City. 

When he returned to Staley’s he 
worked for a while as a mechanic but 
when the new packing house was opened 
ten years ago he was one of the men as- 
signed to the job of setting the machin- 
ery in place. He showed an understand- 
ing of the machines and almost before he 
realized it he was back in the packing 
house, again working for Kay Sherman. 
This time he was put in charge of the 
various packaging machines and their 
operators, 

Still There 
In that capacity he still remains. It is 

a job which has taken not only technical 
knowledge, but endless patience and tact. 
Not only were the machines new but the 
operators were for the most part the girls 
who had worked in the old tray room and 
knew little or nothing about operating 
them. But the girls have done their part 
and working with Gale have conquered 
the machines, 

When Gale first came to the plant it 
was small, but there were several girls 
working here. Only one drew his atten- 
tion, however. That was Alma Robb 
who had come to work under the super- 
vision of her mother, the forewoman in 

the packing room. Alma found his at- 
tentions attractive and their wedding was 
one of the first among Staley employees. 
Alma long,ago gave up her work here, but 
she drives out to met Gale nearly every 
evening and generally comes early to 
visit with some of her many Staley 
friends. 

Edna Scully, purchasing, emphatically 
denies that she went to Detroit to get 
married the first week in March, She 
simply went up to spend the week-end 
with her sister, and they enjoyed the visit 
so much that her sister came on back to 
Decatur with her. 
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Sign Now for Garden 

And Be Ready to Plant 

Now is the time to sign up for a vege- 
table garden plot, according to Howard 
Peverly, garden supervisor. Mr. Pever- 
ly is at his desk in the personnel office 
nearly every afternoon until 4:30 and 
when he is not there someone in the de- 
partment will take applications. Al- 
though there are over 300 pieces of 
ground available to Staley employees, 
there are also a great many enthusiastic 
gardners who are anxious to get them. 

These gardens, exclusively for Staley 
employees and iocated on company 
ground lying east of the plant. Any em- 
ployee can get one by visiting the per- 
sonnel office and signing up. Since the 
garden plots are good sized the fresh veg- 
etable problem for a big family for an 
entire season can be solved by acquiring 
one. 

Mr. Peverly has suggested that many 
of the younger married men about the 
plant have hesitated about signing for 
gardens because they say they know 
nothing about raising vegetables. That, 

he says, is no problem at all. Here he 
is with a good practical knowledge of the 
business and a great desire to share this 
knowledge with anyone interested. No 
one need hesitate to take a garden be- 
cause he has never worked one. 

Another suggestion which Mr. Pever- 
ly is making to gardeners this year is 
that they plant a greater. variety of vege- 
tables. In the past men who have planted 
just a few things have been discouraged 
when their harvest was greater than their 
needs. Since these gardens are strictly 
for the use of the families planting them 
he feels that these families would enjoy 
them more and benetit by them more if 
they planted more different kinds of veg- 
etables. 

While it will not be possible to plant 
anything for several weeks yet, Mr. 
Peverly is assigning gardens in the order 
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in which applications are made, The 
men who apply early get the best choice, 
and have more time to make their plans 
for the season. 

Staley Beats Amaizo 

After Six Attempts 

Staley’s won their first basketball game 
against the American Maize team when 
the Amaizo boys came to Decatur from 
Roby March 1. The finul score was 43 

to 32. This victory lor Staley’s broke a 
Jong chain of defeats they had suffered 
at the hands of their competitors from 
Indiana. For six years the two teams 
have met annually and the five times pre- 
ceding this the Amaizo team was the win- 

ner. Three of the games have been played 
in Roby and three in Decatur. 

After the game, which was played in 
the Third U. B. gym, the visitors were 

guests of the Staley Fellowship club at 
a supper and party in Sunnyside Golf 
club. Here, with T. J. Gogerty, shipping 
inspector, as master of ceremonies, the 
guests and hosts had a thoroughly en- 
joyable time. 

  
Ed Ford, watchman, is the proud father 

‘of these two youngsters. Patricia Ann is 6 
and her small brother, James Glee, is 5. 
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From Old Journal Files 

    

The Staley Fellowship Journal jor 
March, 1921, Nathalie Hankemener, ed- 
itor, carried pictures and stories of the 
big impounding dam which had been 
started in Decatur. The Staley company 
had built a temporary dam, and a pump- 
ing station which was already function- 
ing. 

Announcement was made of the ap- 
pointment of George Halas as director of 
all Staley athletics. Working under him 
were to be Joe McGinnity, in charge of 
baseball and George Watkins of indoor 
ball. Morgan O’Brien was to be in charge 

of linances. 
Bowling was holding the interest of a 

number of Staley men. The Staley team 
in the Decatur Bowling League, boasted 
the second highest bowler in the city. 
That was Jack Mintun. Charlie Dressen, 

of the same team, held third place. 
Doc West was made assistant foreman 

in the refinery. 

The Staley Journal for March, 1926, 

Ruth E. Cade, editor, had as its lead 
article on the uses of corn sugar, written 
by Howard File. Following it was a 
story on “Corn Day” which had been 
held in Monticello in an effort to pro- 
mote the sale of more corn food products. 

‘A new chemist with the company was 
G. B. Matthews who came to Staley’s 
from Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

The Fellowship club had purchased a 
radio for the club house. With the an- 

nouncement of its purchase was this an- 
nouncement: “The radio is for the use 
of club members but persons using it are 
not to try to adjust it, The cabinet will 
be locked and when anything goes wrong 
the company from which it was pur- 
chased will repair it.” 
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Pauline Cable returned to work in the 

sales department. She had resigned be- 
fore her marriage several months previ- 
ously. 

Ray C. Thompson and Frank Kek- 
eisen were recently added to the sales 
staff. 

The accounting department pave a 
party, a supper followed by bridge. Prizes 
in the bridge play were awarded to Mar- 
guerite Dooley (Longhons) and Doro- 
thea David, Gilbert Boren and Hollis 

Hise. 
  

The Staiey Journal for March, 1931, 
Ruth E, Cade, editer, had a story on the 
paper mill laboratory which had been re- 
cently opened. There was also a story, 
illustrated, on the new First Aid hospital, 
which had recently been moved into the 

manufacturing office building, 
Staley’s basketball team and a large 

crowd oi rooters went to Chicago on a 
special car to suffer defeat at the hands 
of the Junior Traffic Club team of Chi- 

cago. 
Bill Bishop and Dr. Greenfield had 

just scored a decided hit at a University 

club party playing a scene from Romeo 
and Juliet. 

Bob Siweck was put in charge of the 
recently organized mailing and messen- 
ger department’ in the new office build- 
ing. 

In a shoe store in Tennessee the bess 
saw a Swedish clerk throw a brand-new 

pair of shoes in the waste basket. 
‘What's the idea of throwing those shoes 
away?” he asked indignantly. 

“They bane no gude,” replied the 
clerk, “I try them on six fellers and they 

don’t fit anyone.” 
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TRIED SEVERAL JOBS 
BEFORE COMING HERE 28 YEARS AGO 

  

Ed Willis came here in 1913 because his 

father liked the plant. 

Eddie Willis had tried a number of jobs 
about Decatur before he finally decided 

to apply at the Staley plant. Born in 
South Webster street, where, with the ex- 
ception of a year or so he has lived all of 
his life, he had originally been intended 
for the butcher’s trade. An uncle who fol- 
lowed that trade took him intd his shop 
to teach him the business but Eddie 
didi’t like it. 

This was a bit discouraging to the fa- 
ther of the family, but he tried again. 
Maybe the boy would like cleaner work 
—so he suggested he learn to be a baker. 
But again Eddie was not satisfied. About 
that time, although he does not say so 
his father probably suggested that if he 
was so hard to please he go bunt his own 
MARCH, 1041 

job. At any rate he did just that—got a 
job with the old Decatur Railway and 
Light Co. and almost at once found him- 
self one of a crew installing the recently 
introduced gas ranges and putting in gas 
mains. 

Learned Pipe-fitting 

That was in 1909 that he took this 
job with William “Gas House Bill” 

Neatherly as his boss. Under this man 
he learned not only pipe-titting, but he 
learned the streets of Decatur. Gas mains 
were just being extended and he talks of 
the city now in terms of the age of its 
gas mains. 

Early in the history of the Staley plant 
Eddie’s iather, Herbert Spencer Willis, 
came to work here with the pipe fitters 
and he liked it. Although his son does 
not say so, it probably was the stories his 
father brought home that influenced the 
young man to apply for a job here in 
1913. At first he was put to work on the 
corn elevator just being built, but in a 
short time he went to work for C. A. 
Keck in the pipe shop and there he has 
been ever since. For a number of years 
now he has been assistant foreman. 

Milk and Beer 

In the years He has not only seen the 
plant grow but he has seen Decatur 
change from a small town toa city. When 
he was a child his family lived in a small 

house, Still standing, on Webster street, 
just off of Wood. Like other families they 
kept cows and generally had more milk 
than they could use, and young Eddie 
was told off to deliver the extra to cus- 
tomers. He did not care at all for the 
task until he discovered that this father’s 
very good friend, Louie Kossieck, came 
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When Eddie was with the gas company he rode about on this wagon. 
at left, ready for work, about 1909. 

along with his brewery truck every morn- 
ing, and was not at all adverse to giving 
him and the milk cans a ride. Alter that 
Eddie managed to have all the milk de- 
livered and be waiting at the foot of 

Brewery Hill when Louie and his dashing 
team came out. 

Has Six Children 

In 1912 Eddie and Bertha Casner were 
married and have lived most of the years 
since a few blucks farther down on Web- 
ster street. They have six children. 
Marie, the oldest, works in our sales de- 
partment, one girl is married but the 
other daughter Ruth and the three sons, 

Herbert and the twins, Harold and Ger- 
ald, are still at home. 

In spite of this large family and his 
long years of service with the company 
Eddie looks about as he did when he first 
came here. He has consistently refused 
to gain a lot of weight, and his eyes re- 
tain their youthful twinkle. Among his 
men he has always been a great favorite, 
for he works and speaks quietly, but with 

PAGE 26 

This shows him, 

authority, He is perhaps one of the 
quietest men in the organization—and 
one of the best liked. 

Henry Watkins Killed 

in Motor Accident 

Henry Watkins, power house em- 
ployee, was killed instantly when he lost 
control of the car he was driving near 
Pana, Ill., Feb. 28. The car, in which 
he was alone, belonged to Eloise Majors, 
af our order department. It was com- 
pletely wrecked. At the time of the acci- 
dent Mr. Watkins was going to Pana 
to bring Mrs. Majors’ mother to De- 
catur fdr a visit with her daughter. The 
wreck occurred when he failed to make 
the sharp left turn on Highway $1 where 
the road crosses the Big Four tracks. 

Born in Harrison, Ark., he had lived 
in Decatur since 1922, and had worked 
at the Staley plant since 1933, He leaves 
a daughter, Elaine Watkins, of Decatur, 
four brothers and three sisters. He was 
a member of Macon Lodge No. 8 A. F. 

& A.M. 
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SHE PUTS 

PERSONALITY 

PERSONNEL.... 

and it works 

INTO 

People who have an idea that smartly 
dressed young women with fluffy light 
hair are purely ornamental must under- 
goa quick change of mind after meeting 
Marion Trow. Quiet and charming, but 
keen and efficient, Marion presides as as- 

sistant to our personnel manager with 
just the proper amount of iron under vel- 
vet. She is one of the few women in IIli- 
nois who holds a responsible personnel 
position with a large manufacturing firm. 

When she came to the Staley company 
in January, 1934, she knew little of the 
company and nothing of personnel work, 
she says. Indeed she was not even keen 
about the job because it seemed to offer 
little, The personnel department stenog- 
tapher was leaving. Luella Christman 
was taking her place, but it was felt that 
an extra. girl was needed to help with the 
office routine. Was Miss Trow a stenog- 
rapher? No—she had a college degree, 
had majored in English and was wilting 
to work—would that help? 

Routine Tasks : 
Evidently it would because the follow- 

ing Monday found her at a desk. Several 
limes during the next few months she 
must have wondered why she had spent 
all those hours in college. There were 
days when she just checked lists of 
names. There were hours when she sat at 
a desk in First Aid and answered tele- 
phone calls. There were occasions when, 
caught alone in that department, she 
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Marion Trow is one of the few women in 

this section of the country in personnel 

work. 

even bandaged a scratched finger. It 
seemed rather fiddling—but interesting 
—work at the lime. Now she knows it 

for what it was—an intensive course in 
learning the plant and the people, and 
giving the people in the plant an oppor- 
tunity to know her. By the end of the 
year every man in the plant called her by 
her first name, and pronounced her the 
brightest little trick they had seen in a 
long time. Before many more years many 
of these men were coming to her for fi- 
nancial, and even spiritual, advice. 

Gradually she has shouldered more 
and more complex duties—actually she 
has made her.job as she has gone along. 
Now, while supervising the routine of the 
personne] office, she is in fact as well as 
name the assistant to W. G. Reynolds, 
manager of personnel. She interviews ap- 
plicants for general office jobs, has charge 
of files and arranges with department 
heads for interviews with likely candi- 
dates for jobs. 
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Interviewing applicants, she finds, can 
be both interesting and heart-breaking 
but she strives hard to keep a business- 
like view of the task. She admits though, 

that she always tries to draw out the can- 
didate—to see what he is interested in, 
prepared for, capable of doing. Often, 
when she knows there is no hope for him 
with this company, she suggests some 
other places where he may apply. It is 
perfectly unnecessary for her to do all 
that but that is one of the little traits 
which has made her a success on her job. 

One Leads to Another 

This same little trait gor her started, 

several years ago, on another job which 
she finds most worthwhile. Men, who 
found themselves hopelessly involved fi- 
nancially, asked her for help. From that 

has grown a system of family budget 
making which has helped more than one 
plant family get on ils feet and stay 
there. She never volunteers this help, 

and she will not talk to a husband or a 
wife alone. Both must come and ask for 
help and each week they must come to- 

gether with their account sheets. 

  

Like so many other little ideas, this 
one is developing branches. Working 
with wives on budgets she has found that 
many women wauld like to buy to better 
advantage if they knew how. Just now 
she and the wile of a Staley employee are 
working on a household buying scheme 
which they hope will be of great assist- 
ance to others. 

  

Busy in College 

All of this—and dozens of other simi- 
lar tasks—are a long way from any fu- 
ture Marion had planned in college. As 
a freshman at Carleton College, and later 
at Millikin, she just knew she did not 

want to teach. She was a high honor stu- 
dent and prominent in most campus ac- 
tivities. She was editor of the Millikin 

weekly newspaper, an assistant in Eng- 
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lish, active in Pi Mu Theta and the Con- 

ant society and on the side did some fea- 
ture story writing. 

But in every way she says this is the 
kind of a job she loves. She knows it 

agrees with her for when she took it she 
weighed just 79 pounds and now, seven 
years later, she weighs a nice round 125. 
She works hard—but she has a capacity 
for relaxing during her free time. She 
loves music—and her tastes in it are 
catholic which makes it possible for her 

to enjoy, as she did on a recent trip to 
Chicago, a symphony concert in the ait- 
ernoon and 4 popular musical show that 
night. When she wants to get out of 
doors, she goes off with her mother for 
a walk in the park, and tries to best her 

maternal parent in identifying feathered 
folk. So far she has not succeeded. 

  
Claude Hiinter, gateman, and Mrs. Hunt- 

er, value this picture Mghly because it 
shows them with their grandson, Richard 
Dean Muxedon Jr. The baby was four 
months old when this pictwe was taken, 

His mother is the Hunter's daughter, Vie- 

toria, now Mrs. Dean Maxedon. 
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ENLISTMEN 
1 

AND DRAFT TAKING MORE MEN 

FROM COMPANY 

  

Burton Klatt, of our Brooklyn warehouse, 

is now at Ft, McClellan, Ala. 

As more Staley men leave for various 
army camps the defense movements are 

brought closer and closer home. Recent- 
ly a number of men have been leaving 
and others expect to go soon. When the 
Decatur company of the Nlinois National 
Guard was mustered into national service 
it took two men from the company, and 
the son of another employee. The two 
employees were Horace Kester, soybean 
warehouse, and Glen Bowman, mailing 

room. The other young man is Robert 
Jagusch, son of H. A. “Mack” Jagusch, 
tool room. Rebert graduated last year 
from Decatur High school, was a mem- 
ber of the High school’s famous Red 
Coats band, and is a talented cornet 

player, With that training he has en- 
listed with the 133rd Infantry band and 

goes with the others in that former Na- 

tional Guard unit to Camp Forrest, at 
Tullohoma, Tenn. 
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Carl Jeschawitz, of the extra board, 
has also enlisted for three years, He is 
now with the flying corps. Ivan Bauman, 
sales office, was called by his draft board 
at the last moment and left Feb. 12 for 
Fort Sheridan. Later he was transferred 
to Ft. Knox, Ky. 

Burton Klatt, one of the drivers in our 
Brooklyn warehouse, is also already in 
service. He is with the 102nd Observa- 
tion Squadron Air Corps and at present 
is at Fort McClellan, in Alabama, 

Four young men will leave March 20 
when the next group called by one of 

  
Robert Jagusch has enlisted with the 33rd 

Division band and has been sent io Camp 

Forrest. 
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the Decatur draft boards leaves. 
four are Kenneth Kruse, Robert Burdick, 

Clyde Greenwood and Tra McAnnelly. 
Kenneth is nutritional director in the 
feed sales department and Robert has 
for some time been assistant to the safety 
director, Roy Rollins. Clyde is a driver 
in the garage and Ira is on the extra 
board. 

  

Mother and Baby 

Die After Burns 

Mrs. Jennie Read, 22, and her son 
Stephen Edgar, not quite 2, died in St. 

Mary’s hospital Feb. 25, from burns 
suffered the day before when a stove ex- 
ploded in their apartment. They were 
the wife and son of C. E. Read, who 
is on our non-active extra board. 

Mrs. Read and the baby were alone in 
their third floor apartment when the acci- 

dent occurred, but it was thought that 
the stove had been closed too tightly and 
exploded when Mrs. Read stirred it. The 
Read’s other child, Phyllis Jane, four, 
was downstairs at the time and the 
father was not at home. 

Mrs. Read, born in Sullivan, III, leaves 
her mother, Mrs, Betsy Covault, two 
brothers and four sisters, besides her 
husband and daughter. Burial was in 
Graceland cemetery, in Decatur. 

Betty Is Back 

Betty Slaughter took over the soda 
fountain job again late in February. 
Since she was last with us last fall she 
has acquired a son who is now almost 
three months old, and husky. 
When Betty returned Gladys Lindsey. 

who had been in charge during her ab- 
sence, went back to her old job in the 
cafeteria kitchen. Gladys took over the 
fountain job knowing few of her regular 
customers, but during the time she had 
it she had made many friends who were 
as sorry to see her leave it as they were 
glad to see Betty return. 
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This was a tense moment in a recent 
game played by the Painesville boys. 

  

Every minute that G. C. Gentry has 
away from the dust house in the feed ele- 
vator he spends working about this home he 
owns on the Green Switch road, He bought 
the house some time ago from Curtis 
Hughes, feed elevator, who built it. 
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Ohio Plant Team 
Showing Good Form 

The Staley Painesville plant basketball 
team may not be able to defeat all com- 
ers, but it is going strong and soon hopes 
to be in a position to win practically ev- 
ery game. To March 1 the team had won 
six of the eleven games played. On the 
team are James Creel, Maurice Eagan, 

Oliver Alanen, Albert Rodgers and Er-~ 
nest and Allen Sippola. 

The season’s record to March 1, is 
given here: 

Staley’s 37 Madison Hi-Speeds ....34 
Staley’s..........34 Morrison’s Motors..42 
Staley’s..........36 Spot Res., Ashtabula..42 

Staley’s 31 Chardon, 0. 44 
Staley's 38 Ohio Rubber Co........48 
Staley’s, 47 Springfield, Penn.......28 
Staley’s 38 Chardon, 0. . 7 

Staley’s 31 Ashtabula Presby’s. ..15 
Staley’s 39 Haywood Rest. 25 
Staley’s. 28 Spot Rest..... 30 
Staley’s, 30 Ohio Rubber Co........23 

Celebrate Anniversary 

A large group of friends were invited 
to the Staley Club house Feb, 23 to cele- 
brate the anniversary of the marriage of 
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Keck. “Boob”, Staley 

pipe shop foreman for many years, and 
Staley employee since 1912, and Mar- 
garet Saloga were married in St. Jo- 
hannes Lutheran church in Decatur 35 
years ago. Both had many friends, and 
a great many relatives, so the wedding 
was a big one. Nearly ever since then 
they have had a party on the anniversary 
and always many of the original guests 
attend. 

Winning honors for the Painesville plant is the basketball team; in the front row are 
Howard Winings, who just cheers, James Creel, Albert Rodgers, Allen Sippola, Maurice 
Eagan, and Ralph Wilson, who also just cheers. In the rear are Ernest Sippols and Oliver 
Alanen. 
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Henry Meyers wants to thank the M. 
& L. department, the pumping station 
men, L. B. Smith and John Anderson for 

the many kindnesses shown at the time 
of the death of his father. 

Father Dies 
Henry Meyer, M. & L., was called to 

Mt. Olive in February by the death of 
his father, He died in his home there and 
burial was in Miners cemetery, Mt. Olive. 
Feb. 12. 

Mother Dies 

Mrs. Betty Grinstaff, office cafeteria, 
was called to Glasgow, Ky., late in Feb- 
ruary by the death of her mother, Mrs. 

Groom Arterburn. Mrs. Acterburn. 
daughter of pioneer settlers of Kentucky, 
died suddenly in the home of a daughter. 

She leaves seven daughters and one son. 

Dies in New Jersey 
Mrs. Samuel Mershon, who died in her 

home in Rahway, N. J., Feh. 21, was the 
mother of Mrs, W. H. Randolph, Jr., of 
Alanta, Ga., wife of our southeastern 
division sales manager. Mrs. Mershon, 
born in New York City, was the daughter 
of a prominent old colonial family, She 
had lived in Rahway since a little girl. 
She leaves her husband, two daughters, 
nine grandchildren and seven great- 
grandchildren. 

WIC 
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Goes to Florida 

W.H. Randolph, of the New York of- 

fice, is in St. Petersburg, Fla., for his an- 
nual winter vacation. Although he went 
south to enjoy the warm sunshine he 
wrote Decatur friends that i had been 
‘olcl almost ever since his arrival. 

Born—To Mr. and Mrs. Adrian Mor- 
ris, Feb. 14, in Decatur and Macon 

County hospital, a daughter. She has 
been named Martha Joan, and she was 
barn on her jather’s birthday. The father 

works in the analytical laboratory. The 
young lady's grandfather is H. T. Mor- 
ris, feed sales manager. 

Harold Hines returned to his work in 

the accounting department late in Feb- 
ruary after an illness of several weeks. 
He had an appendectomy in fanuary, but 
is completely recovered now. 

   

Dies in Wisconsin 

Otto Meinert, 77, who died in La- 
Crosse, Wis., Feb. 25, was the father of 
Walter Meinert, Staley millwright, and 
known to many Staley people. Although 
he had never lived here, Mr. Meinert Sr., 
had visited his son at various times and 

in that way made friends at the Staley 
plant. 

In addition to his son Walter, Mr. 

Meinert leaves three other boys and two 
danghiers, 

Mrs. Betty Grihstaif wishes to express 
her sincere thanks to all Staley friends 
who sent expressions of sympathy at the 
time of the death of her mother. 

Mrs. Ernest David, who has been seri- 
ously ill for some time, is better now and 
is at home, but is still in bed. She is the 
wife of Ernest David, 21 building, and 
the mother of Jean David Smith, of the 
accounting department. 
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given by Fellowship Club. 

W. E. Moutray is not at all incensed 
when the men in the refinery call him 
Grandpa. In fact he says the young man 
who recently won that name for him is 
worth a lot more kidding than the men 

can give him. The baby is the son of Mr 
Moutray’s son-in-law and daughter, Mr. 
and Mrs, Ralph High, and he was born 

in Kankakee Feb. 14. He has been named 
Dwain Lee. Mrs. High was formerly 
Velma Moutray. The day the baby was 
iwo weeks old Mr. and Mrs. Moutray, 

and the baby’s uncle, Clarence Moutray, 
from the boiler house, drove to Kankakee 
to see him. 

Mrs. Morris Dies 

Mrs. Mary C. Morris, mother of our 
Feed Sales Manager, H. T. Morris, died 
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, March 8. 

She was 93 years old. Burial was in De- 

catur 
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A few of the sons and daughters of club members who were at the recent skating party 

Doctor (after examination) : “Madam, 
you have a constitution of iron.” 

Fat Patient: “I've often wandered 
what made me so heavy.” 

Cave men used to knock girls sense- 
less, but that is no longer necessary. 

“We better make a front-page story of 
the wedding,” remarked the city editor 
“why?” 

surprise. 
people.” 

"That may be,” he replied, “but this 
is the first account of a wedding you have 
Curned in for ages that hasn’t had as last 
line: ‘They will reside with the bride's 

parents’."“Sweet Meets.” 

asked the society reporter in 
‘They aren't very prominent 

  

No one who keeps kicking you in the 
pants can ever get ahead of you.—The 
Houghton Line. 
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Daughter of Salesman 

Wins Prize With Theme 

Out of 400 students of the Perry, Ia., 
High school competing, Bonnie Snell was 
one of the five to win in a theme con- 
test. Bonnie, daughter of our special 
products salesman, S. S. Snell, took a 
patriotic subject for her composition, 
thought it through consistently, and 
wrote her theme in an interest-holding 
manner. The theme, “The Rights we 
Defend” is given here: 

Last night the cries of newsboys 
reached my ears even above the clatter 
and clamor of hurrying throngs and noisy 
automobiles. I stopped to listen as a call 
of “NAZI THRUST AWAITED IN 
BALKANS!! ... MORE TROOPS TO 

RUMANIA!!” rang out in the crisp, 
cold air. The headline interested me so 
much, I bought a paper from the lusty- 
voiced newsboy and carried it home with 
me... then later, settled before a 
crackling fire in a comfortable arm- 
chair, I began to read and what I read 
and learned from those printed pages 
made me think more seriously than I had 
ever thought before. 

Black headlines blazed across the 
front page... “Nazi Thrust Awaited” 
was printed in bold type above the ac- 
companying news article which told of 
the twenty-five divisions or more of some 
400,000 men that would strengthen the 
Fuhrer’s command in Rumania. Before 

my eyes there raced a terrifying picture 
for I saw stricken families, their rights 

and freedom taken away . . . awaiting 
the deadly sound of falling hombs. Many 
would lose their rights just as they had 
lost their lives but I. . . I would con- 
linue to live peaceably and comfortably 
as long as the democratic government of 
my country continued to stand. Few of 
these same families could even turn to 
God in this crisis for many had forgotten 
how to pray; the result of a loss of one 
important right which we enjoy... that 
of religious freedom. 
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I glanced at another article and read 
these words: “Taken from DNB Official 
German News Agency . . . Censored’. 
What would it have said I wondered if 
there had been no censorship in Germany 

. if there had been a freedom of the 
press? I compared this with my own 
country’s rights and policies, then con- 
tinued to read on and this headline at- 
tracted my eyes: “Missouri Man Ac- 
quitted in Fraud Trial’... , Yes, a man 
had been proved innocent because of an- 
other right. That of fair and public trial 
by jury. The jury by which he had been 
tried and acquitted had been impartial 
in its deliberations and fair in its final 
decision. Surely, I thought to myself, 
that man must realize more keenly than 
ever before how wonderful it is to be an 
American. 

Then I looked up to a great portrait 
of George Washington hanging above the 
fireplace. “The father of our country”, 
1 thought. A man who surely deserves 
such a name for it was he who helped 
us to gain our freedom and independence 
in the Revolutionary war, a war in which 
my ancestors fought and died for liberty. 
Yet even so it really all started as far 
back as 1689, nearly three hundred years 
ago when England, our one-time “mother 
country”, paved our way to greater per- 
sonal freedom by passing the first of 
three great liberty documents. Her Bill 

of Rights. Many changes have taken 
place in this country since our Bill of 
Rights contained in the first ten amend- 
ments to the Constitution was patterned 
after hefs. We have waged wars, braved 
depressions, and watched great men come 
and go... yet always our freedom . . . 
our Rights have held strong and true. 
Wasn't it. Daniel Webster who said .. . 
“We are greatly proud of being de- 
scended from men who have set the world 
example of founding civil institutions on 
the great and united principles of human 
freedom and knowledge?” 

T continued to turn the pages of my 
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newspaper. Here was an account of a 
so-called “town hall” meeting, illustrat- 
ing the right of assembly; here an edi- 

torial expounding the merits of a Nazi 
leader yet not kept from the public’s 
newspaper because of our American free- 
dom. Another and another I read and 
studied. All were uncensored, unchanged 
and true. 

After a while [ laid the paper aside, 
rose [rom my easy chair and walked to 
the window. Outside the darkness was 
silent and peaceful . . . unmarred by fall- 
ing bombs ar blazing buildings. . . ‘ 

I looked back to the picture of Wash- 
ington above the mantlepiece, then 
turned again to the window and gave 
my most profound thanks for our Bill 
of Rights as a pattern of ideals and 
standards which we as Americans are 
privileged to follow. How wonderful it 
is I thought to live in America, to abide 
by America’s laws and enjoy American 
liberties. 

The clock in the hall struck the hour 
of ten as I slowly made my way up the 
stairs .. . a better American because of 
my evening entertainment; that of read- 
ing something truly great... an Amer- 
ican newspaper. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. J. McNamee drove 
to New Orleans for a short vacation 
in February. Mrs. McNamee (Vivian) 
works in our accounting department. 

Sa 
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Although Nancy 
Lee Provost got off to 
a bud start, weighing 
only four pounds at 
birth, she soon began 
gaining when Staley’s 
Syrup was added to 
her diet. Now seven 
months old ske is nev- 
er ill, Her father is J. 
D. Provost, manager 

of the Craven Wholesale Grocery Co., of 
New Bern, N.C. 

  

James Everett Gen- 
fry was a January 
graduate of Decatur 
High school. His fa- 
ther is G.C. Gentry of 
the feed elevator. 

  

  

Dorothy Boggs, 
who was graduated 
this winter from De- 
catur High school, is 
the daughter of J. A. 

Boggs, feed house 
foreman. 

Al seven months of 

age George Edward 
Stern Jr, tips the 
scales at 24 pounds. 
His father, George 
Stern of the office jan- 
itor’s staf], is just one 
broad grin when he 
looks at this picture. 
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Allen Burwell, son 
of T.C. Burwell, traf. 
fie manager, is a jun- 

~ tor at Castle Heighis 
Military Academy, 
Lebanon, Tenn., and is 

» on the honor rail. He 
£% stands twentieth in a 

A class of 97. 

Maxine Reich, 
daughter of Ernie 
Reich, was one of the 
mid-year graduates of 
Decatur High school 

  

Larry Ronold Grin- 
ert was 10 months old 
when he posed so pro- 
Jessionally. His father 
is Emery “Cowboy” 
Grunert, packing. 

  

Marcia Ann Ellis 
will be three yeurs old 
in April. Her father 
is Lynn Ellis, of the 
packing house. An un- 

cle, J. R. Ellis, works 
in the oil refinery 

  

Shirley Hale, daugh- 
ter of George Hale, 
wos graduated from 
Decatur High school 
in January. Her fa- 
ther works in the gar- 
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Adis Swindle was a 
graduate of Decatur 

High school in Janu- 
ary. She isa daughter 
of Jinks Swindle of 

the packing house. 

  

I wish to express my deep gratitude to 
the boys in the millwright shop for the 
kindness shown at the time of the death 

of my father. Walter Meinert. 

He: “Honey, I’ve brought something 
for the one I love best. Guess what?” 

She: “A box of cigars.” 

Him (on golf course): “Par is 72.” 
Her: “Ts that so? How old is ma?” 

  

A light company’s inspector called on 
the busy housewife to repair a defect in 

the lighting apparatus. 
“You're not always troubled with poor 

light are you?” he asked. 
‘Oh, no,” replied the housewife, “not 

always. 
“Ah,” murmured the inspector, “I 

thought so. Its only at certain times 
eh?” 

“Yes, onty after dark,” came the re- 

tort 

Reporter: “And to what, Mr. Oldtime, 

do you attribute your longevity?” 
Octogenarian: “To the fact, sir, that 

I never died.” 

   

Murphy’s landlady said: “Pat, I'm 
afraid I shall have to charge another two 
shillings. You're such a big eater. 

‘For heaven’s sake don’t do that!” 
said Murphy. “I’m killin’ myself already 
tryin’ to eat what I’m payin’ for now.” 
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Harold Wisher, left, and his brother, Roberi, right, are both naval aviation radio operators. 

Brothers Both in 
Naval Aviation 

When Robert Wisher graduated as a 
naval aviation radio operator in Febru- 
ary that made their family 100 percent 
in that profession, for his brother Harold 

has been such an operator for some time. 
The two boys are the only sons of Mrs. 
Nita Kilburn, who operates the duplicat- 
ing machines on the third floor, 

Robert, the youngest of the tivo boys. 
graduated in San Diego, and in addition 
to having completed his work as radio 
operator he has also completed his re- 
quired hours as a naval aviation pilot. 
However, since he is only 19 he cannot 
qualify as a pilot. He has been in the 
navy since last spring. Soon aiter his en- 
listment he was sent from Great Lakes to 
the west coast and has been there ever 
since 

Harold, who has been in the navy for 
three years, recently sailed on the U.S. S. 

MARCH, 1941 

supply ship Nitro on a round-the-world 
cruise. He is one of four radio operators 
aboard. Shortly before he sailed he was 
in Decatur for a visit with his mother. 
Most of his enlisted time he has been in 

the Orient, and during the last year saw 
much of the war activities in China. He 

is also a naval aviation pilot. 

       

  

nares ee 
“By Dowen ~ 

~ Sow. Boy 
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ivan Bauman Writes 

Of Life in the Army 

Some expert copy writers must he 
working for the army, according to Ivan 
Bauman, sales department, wha, at the 
expense of the government is spending 
some time at It. Knox, Ky. Ivan was 
draited in February and sent almost at 

once to live in an army tent pitched over 
the country’s gold supply. Although he 
is in the armored division and had an 
idea that he was to drive a truck, most 
of his driving so far has consisted of driv- 
ing a coal shovel into a pile of coal and 

then lefting that up onto the truck. 
His reception intu the army was not 

the best in the world, for the weather 
was cold and wet and the change of oc- 
cupation was drastic. He has written two 
or three letters back to friends in the 
office, and in each of them begs for news 
from home and the gang. In one letter 
he said: 

“Y’ve just been scalped by a maniac 
with a pair of barber shears—military 
hair ctts as an initiation for rookies are 
mandatory and the cost of 50 cents and 
the time required is 45 seconds and this 
is the truth so help me Hannah. It is 

sort of an apple pealing process and I 
have just as much hair as an Apache. 
The fact that T am sleeping in a tent 
makes me feel like one, but my winter 
underdrawers convince me I am not. 

Maurice Askins (from our financial 
department) was retained at Fort Sher- 
idan at a typist—I can’t type so T'll 
march awhile. Just got back from a hike 

and I’m able to live and tell it. Another 
tomorrow, and I really look forward to 
them. The maximum will be 35 miles per 
day—today it was 10 miles. 
“EVERYONE WRITE!” 

    

Sensational Society item: “Mrs. R— 
Mother of the Bridegroom, was attired 
in a soft blue lace cress which fell to the 
floor.” 
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Blond: “Dearie, 1 know it’s none of 

my business, but I want to warn you 
about going around with Wilbur Gussen- 
goose. If you aren’t careful, you are apt 
to get a bad name.” 

Brunette: “I'll have you know that 
Wilbur is a very nice young man. In 
fact, he proposed to me and we were mar- 
ried yesterday. 

Blond: “Just as I feared! Your natne 
is Gussengoose now, isn’t it?” 

Diner: “Ts this a good restaurant?” 

Waiter: “The best in town! If you 

order a fresh egg, you get the freshest 
egg in town. If you order hot soup, you 
get the hottest soup in town. If you—” 

Diner: “I believe you're right. I or. 
dered a small steak.” 

Patient: “Doctor, what I need is some- 
thing to stir me up, something to put me 
in fighting trim. Did you put anything 
like that in this prescription?” 

Doctor: “No. You will find that in the 
bill” 

An enthusiast was yelling the home 
team Lo victory, Bul suddenly he became 
silent. Turning to his pal, he whispered, 
“T’ye lost my voice.” 

The reply came back: “Don’t worry, 
you'll find it in my tight ear.” 

  

“Ne 
IFIVE ONLY GoT ONE pe 

BAD EYE DOC COULDNT \o_ 
> gas EXz abe? 24S 5 or ee we 
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DELICIOUS! 
EAS Y-TO-TAKE 

I7’S MADE WITH 

TASTY STALEY’S 

ACID INDIGESTION? 
Cee 

CHEWING GUM FORM 

     

  

   

  

    

      

   

   

      

   

  

     

sO DELICIOUS, 

SO CONVENIENT 

@ You'll cheer CHOOZ....for its 
wonderful convenience, grand 
taste, and its pleasant, effective 
relief from the gas, heartburn, 
sour stomach of excess stomach 
acidity, CHOOZ gives you 
medically approved ingredients 
in handy, pleasant CHEWING 
GUM FORM. Yes, enjoy it like 
your favorite gum—any time, 
any placo—at the first sign of 
distress, What could be easier, 
more pleasant! Folks are 

switching to CHOOZ, 
You will, too. Always 
handy in your pocket or 
purse. Get a package at 
your druggist’ today. 

BRuGGIST’S 

CHEW IT FOR QUICK RELIEF OF 10: 
ACID INDIGESTION. SO DELICIOUS—SO HANDY 
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-HOME DEFENCE — 

  

“What do you do when all the world 
is gray and gloomy?” 

&Y deliver the milk.” 
ence Monitar. 

Christian Sci- 

Gob: “Do you think kissing is un- 
healthy?” 

Cute Thing: “It would be right now. 
My husband is looking.”"—U.8.5. Mury- 
land Catapult, 

‘What's worse than raining cats and 
dogs?” 

“Hailing taxis.” 

    
Gente Qyroapwear- 

2SgTTENBS DANCING SCHOOh 

~HE TAKES A GREAT INTEREST- 
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The gentleman stopped to talk to the 
wee girl who was making mud pies on 
the sidewalk. 

“My word,” he exclaimed, “you're 
pretty dirty, aren’t you?” 

“Yes,” she replied, “but I’m prettier, 
clean.” 

Wife: Just suppose we wives should go 
out on strike? 

Husband: Go right ahead. I’ve got a 
peach of a strikebreaker in mind. 

“Any of you lads know anything about 
shorthand?” asked a sergeant of a bunch 
of recruits. 

There wa’ a quick response. Six of 
them fell out at once.» 

“Righlo. They're shorthanded in the 
cook house.” 

So the six spent the morning peeling 
potatoes 

Employer (to. newly-hived typist) : 
‘Now I hope you thoroughly understand 
the importance of punctuation?” 

Stenographer: “Oh, yes, indeed. I al- 
ways get to work on time.” 
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THE 

PROSPECTIVE CUSTOMER’S 

BUSINESS 

like all Staley customer’s business must be won and retained on a merited 
basis of quality, service, fair dealing and reliability as a source of supply. 

CE 

STALEY PROTEIN FEEDS 
(PRICES — LITERATURE — SAMPLES ON REQUEST) 

Soybean Oil Meal 

Peasize Soybean Oil Meal 

Soybean Oil Meal Pellets 
(THREE SIZES — Plain and Mineralized) 

Corn Gluten Feed 

Sweetened Corn Gluten Feed 

Corn Oil Meal 
ALL IN ONE CAR AT CARLOAD PRICES 

A. E. STALEY MANUFACTURING CO. 
DECATUR (Feed Division) ILLINOIS 

The Staley Customer NEVER GUESSES - He Knows! 
   



~ MAKES A 
DIFFERENCE       

           
IGHTNING that forks its terri- 

i fying way across the sky is 

electricity— just the same as the current 

that lights our homes. Control makes one a useful servant— 

lack of it makes the other merely a split-second display of 

* wasted energy. Control is an all-important factor in the uni- 

form quality of STALEY’S TEXTILE STARCHES. Day 

after day, year after year, trained chemists, with the most 

up-to-date equipment, keep vigilant watch over the uniformity 

and balance that make STALEY’S STARCHES outstanding.


